
The Roma Decade
in AP Vojvodina

no. 57 january-march 2016. godine

Periodical publication of the Roma Inclusion Office

Employment policy for year 2016.



Photo of the month: Roma settlement in Apatin



The founder and the Publisher of the Periodical:
The Roma Inclusion Office  

of the Government of AP Vojvodina  

Editor in Chief:
Duško Jovanović

Managing Editor:
Aleksandra Mićić

The Team:
Dragana Rajić
Tijana Čubrilo
Ljiljana Maričić 

Correspondents:
Roma Coordinators of APV

Ivana Koprivica

Translation into Roma and into English:
Agencija za prevodilačke, posredničke i 

markentiške usluge Konekta

Technical Preparation and Printing:
MONDO-GRAF, Novi Sad

www.mondograf.rs

Circulation:  
1000 

Address: Bulevar Mihajla Pupina 25,
21000 Novi Sad

inkluzija.roma@gmail.com
 www.inkluzijaroma.vojvodina.gov.rs

A WORD OF INTRODUCTION

DeAr reADers,

This is the issue of our periodical that is going 
to be published quarterly from this year on. Here 
you can find all important events and news for 
the first three months of 2016 that affect the 
roma and their status – new regulations for enrol-
ment of roma pupils in secondary schools and 
status of roma women in the educational system. 
We visited Pećinci where they started with the 
computer training for the roma and the National 
employment service where the open calls for 
self-employment, employment and public works 
were presented. The Provincial secretariat for 
economy, employment and Gender equality si-
gned the contracts with municipalities of Kovin 
and Odžaci for the improvement of the status of 
roma, and with the municipality of Indjija for the 
assistance in resolving of the housing problems. 
On the occasion of March 8th we wrote about an 
unequal status of women and on the occasion of 
the International Mother Language Day we wrote 
about the official use of minority languages.

We remind you that thanks to the research-
educational Centre and the Preschool Teacher 
Training College ”Mihailo Palov“ from Vršac you 
can follow our publication in electronic format 
also at www.rec.org/bilten/.

Your Editorial Board  
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NEW REGULATIONS ON ENROLMENT  

OF ROMA PUPILS IN SECONDARY SCHOOLS  

UNDER FAVOURABLE CONDITIONS

Enrolment of pupils

The Minister of Education, Science and Technological 

Development, Srdjan Verbić, passed on February 8th the 
Regulations on the Criteria and Procedure for Enrolment 

of Roma Pupils in Secondary Schools Under Favourable 
Conditions Aimed at Accomplishing Full Equality.

starting from the seventh gra-

de, the primary school undertakes 
measures to inform parents, name-

ly guardians of pupils on the crite-

ria and procedure for enrolment of 
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pupils in secondary schools under 
favourable conditions. The National 
Council of roma is also involved in 
informing parents, namely guardi-
ans of pupils on the criteria and 
procedure for enrolment of pupils 
in secondary schools under favoura-

ble conditions in accordance with 
the above-mentioned regulations.

The measures imply the activi-
ties of a class teacher, professional 
associate (psychologist, pedago-

gue, social worker) and other tea-

chers that refer to:

1) Continuing informing of pa-

rents, namely guardians about 
possibilities for enrolment of 
pupils in secondary schools in 
accordance with the above-

-mentioned regulations;
2) Providing instructions for ob-

taining documentation neces-
sary for pupils’ application for 
enrolment in accordance 

with the above-mentioned 
regulations;

3) Assisting parents, namely gu-

ardians and pupils in selecting 
the secondary school and pro-

fession in compliance with  
individual preferences and 
capabilities of pupils and 
moni toring of their deve-

lopment for that purpose, as 
well as sharing the informati-
on about the character and 
conditions of work within cer-
tain professions.

The parent, namely guardians 
of pupils submit the application for 
enrolment in secondary school under 

The pupils who applied 
for enrolment under favoura-

ble conditions in accordance 
with the regulations shall 
take the admission exam in 
accordance with the relevant 
bylaw regulating the final 
exam issues. The number of 
points that pupils score ba-

sed on the results from pri-
mary school and based on 
their final exam will be inc-

reased by 30% of the number 
of points they lack to score 
100 points.

The pupils living in a fa-

mily that if the beneficiary of 
pecuniary social welfare the 
number of points they scored 
based on the results from 
primary school and final 
exam will be increased by 
35% of the number of points 
they lack to score 100 points.



4 he Roma Decade in AP Vojvodina

Education

On the occasion of the 
International Mother Language 
Day, the Institute for Gender 
equality and University of Novi 
sad — ACIMsI Centre for Gender 
studies promoted the book titled 
“Gender identity and intercultu-

rality: Critical analysis of affir-
mative measures at higher school 
institutions in serbia 2000-2013” 
by slavica Denić. The promotion 
was held in the Central building 
of the University of Novi sad. 
Vesna Šijački, the Director of the 
Institute for Gender equality 
spoke on behalf of the publisher, 

while the reviewers Prof. svenka 
savić, PhD and Biljana sikimić, 
PhD and the author slavica 
Denić, PhD spoke about the 
book.

The author, slavica Denić, PhD 
analyses the results of the roma 
Decade from the angle of gender 

studies, with a special emphasis on 
the results of affirmative action in 
the educat ional  system. 
Affirmative action has been 

STATUS OF ROMA WOMEN 

IN THE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM

“The thesis of slavica Denić represents an important con-

tribution to the research of social status of roma men and 
women in contemporary serbia and since a special attention 
is paid to the status of roma women in the educational sy-

stem it is highly valuable from the aspect of gender studies as 
well”, pointed out the book reviewer Biljana sikimić, PhD.

favourable conditions in primary 
schools until November 1st of the 
school year during which the pupil 
attends the eight grade the latest. In 
the application, the parent, namely 
guardian declares a child’s national 
affiliation and submits the documen-

tation about social status of the pu-

pil and parents, namely guardian.
Based on the applications the 

school compiles the list of pupils 
who applied for enrolment under 
favourable conditions in accordance 
with the subject regulations. The 
list is submitted to the Ministry re-

sponsible for education until March 
31st of the school year in which the 
pupils who applied attend the ei-
ghth grade the latest.

Upon taking of the final exam 
the pupils’ parents, namely guardi-

ans submit to the school their choi-
ces for further education in accor-
dance with the regulations that 
defining the rules for enrolment of 
pupils in secondary schools. The pu-

pils are being distributed to secon-

dary schools based on their own 
choice and number of points sco-

red, together with other pupils. If 
there are several classes of the 
same educational profile in the one 
secondary school the pupils are dis-
tributed evenly per classes.

After the enrolment, the pri-
mary school delivers to the secon-

dary school the data on a pupil who 
enrolled in accordance with the su-

bject regulations.
For pupils who shall complete 

the eight grade during the school 
year of 2015/2016 and who are en-

titled to be enrolled in secondary 
school in accordance with the su-

bject regulations, the schools shall 
inform the parents, namely guardi-
ans of pupils about the criteria and 
procedure for enrolment of pupils in 
accordance with the subject 
regulations from the beginning of 
the second term of the school year 
2015/2016.

The parents submit to the 
school on behalf of pupils the appli-
cation for enrolment in secondary 
school under favourable conditions 
in accordance with the subject 
regulations until March 15th, 2016 
the latest.

The list of pupils who applied 
shall be sent to the Ministry until 
March 31st, 2016 the latest.

Source: www.mpn.gov.rs
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analysed through all the levels of 
education, and special attention 
has been paid to education of 
roma male and female students in 
the AP Vojvodina.

In addition to statistical 
data, the study also used the re-

sults obtained in the field rese-

arch based on questionnaires and 
interviews that included the 
male and female co-ordinators 
for roma issues, pedagogical 
male and female assistants, male 
and female students, as well as 
female health mediators in 
serbia in the period from 2013 to 
2014. The thesis of slavica Denić 
represents an important contri-
bution to the research of social 
status of roma men and women 
in contemporary serbia and since 
a special attention is paid to the 
status of roma women in the 
educational system it is highly 
valuable from the aspect of gen-

der studies as well.
The interdisciplinary post-

graduate programme of the 
Centre for Gender studies has 
been for 12 years already the 
nucleus for spreading of theore-

tical ideas and methods on the 

need for changes of academic 
paradigm aimed at creating the 
academic elite for theoretical 
thinking about gender issues lin-

ked with other identity compo-

nents (such as ethnical, natio-

nal, religious, sexual, etc.). 
Currently, it is the only acade-

mic programme in serbia throu-

gh which it is possible to acquire 
the MA and PhD titles in gender 
studies based on accredited ma-

ster and doctoral programmes.
This is the sixth book in the 

edition titled “rosa Luxembourg” 
that the Institute for Gender 
equality dedicated to doctoral 
and master theses on the topic of 
gender equality with the aim to 
present and affirm male and fe-

male experts who are dealing 
with gender policies.

Source: Institute for 

Gender Equality 

“There are several rea-

sons because of which the 
Institute published this docto-

ral thesis. First of all, the to-

pic corresponds with the pro-

gramme of activities of the 
Institute and second, it re-

presents a permanent testi-
mony of the results brought 
about by affirmative measu-

res and the direction in which 
it is possible to innovate 
them”, said the Director 
Vesna Šijački.

     “The issues that I deal with in this paper include the extent to which gender is relevant for 
implementation of affirmative actions for enrolment of male and female roma pupils in secondary 
schools, at faculties and higher school institutions that have been implemented in serbia for more 
than a decade now. The affirmative action has been analysed through all levels of education and 
special attention was paid to education of roma men and women in the Province of Vojvodina. I also 
analyse other mechanisms of inclusion of roma men and women in the system institutions so that in 
addition to statistical data I also used the results obtained in the field research based on question-

naires and interviews that included the male and female co-ordinators for roma issues, pedagogical 
male and female assistants, male and female students, as well as female health mediators.

The results of the study indicate that a larger number of roma women are included in the ove-

rall process of development and implementation of affirmative measures compared to roma men, 
which points to a significant step forward in participation of roma women in social life.

There are certain studies on the topic of affirmative measures but there is an obvious lack of 
empirical data that could be used for successful work once the roma Decade ends. I hope that this 
thesis can be considered a modest contribution to problematisation of the very notion of affirmati-
ve action, its implementation in the current conditions in serbia and in things that science has offe-

red as the sum of ideas for improvement of the overall status of the roma community and the pro-

cess of creating of roma intellectual elite.
Further plans are connected with scientific work that would foster and affirm the roma intel-

lectual elite in academic community, as well as institutional representation of the romani language 
and culture at the university level in serbia.”

Slavica Denić PhD
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ANOTHER ONE IN A SERIES  

OF YOUNG AND SUCCESSFUL ROMA WOMEN

On October 1, 2015, the day 
of the new school year, the 
Preschool Teacher Training College 
»Mihailo Palov«, eldena Jovanović 
received her diploma and her the-

sis was awarded the best. In addi-
tion, October the 1st was her first 
working day as a qualified staff in 
teaching at the same school. This 
is the story of a highly educated 
and emancipated woman.

The road to education

When eldena was a child, 
romani was not spoken in her 
family. However, in fourth gra-

de, her grandfather decided to 
enroll her and her brother to 
romani folklore, and thus, toge-

ther with the other children, 
they learned to dance folk dan-

ces and speak romani language. 
“I am proud to know my langua-

ge, to be able to teach it and 
work with children who are my 
nationality,” says eldena, satis-
fied. After primary school, she 
finished vocational school for fi-
nancial technicians in stara 
Pazova. This beautiful romani 
woman said that she had no pro-

blems in learning nor did she en-

counter discrimination, even 
though she was the only roma in 

Eldena Jovanović
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the class. she regularly received 
scholarship since she started 
high school. “When I went to 
college, I was the first on the 
list for state funded scholarship, 
and I got two scholarships - from 
the roma Inclusion Office and 
the Ministry of education, 
Science and Technological 

Development. I managed to get 
into the boarding school with 
these points, “says proudly 
eldena. she finished the 

Preschool Teacher Training 
College “Mihailo Palov” for 
vocational teachers in 
romani, and with that de-

gree she is able to work with 
both romani and serbian 
children.

Education is 
worthwhile

The key to success for 
the entire roma poverty is 
education. After a long and 
difficult road to education, 
eldena has succeeded in 
her intention. she has wor-
ked as a teaching assistant 
and has taught five courses 
related to the development 
of speech and literature in 
romani, and will maybe te-

ach mathematics as well. 
“Today is my first work day, 
and before this job, I wor-
ked as a pedagogical assis-
tant at the Paja Jovanović 
school. At the time, I vo-

lunteered and worked with 
children who barely went 
to school. Also, I worked 
with their parents. There 
were cases where the chil-
dren had straight “A”s, 
while their parents were il-
literate. When they had 

problems with doing they ho-

mework, I would help. I did it 
with pleasure because I saw 
that they needed it,” explains 
eldena. she points out that she 
is very proud to have finished 
just this college. she is from 
stara Pazova and originally 
wanted to enter the Faculty of 
Philosophy in Novi sad, but 
eventually opted for this school 
and she did not repent. 
Professors have helped her a 

lot and had a lot of confidence 
in her.

Thesis

Title of her thesis is Cognitive 

Development, Structure, Ca

pabilities and Opportunities of 

measuring Intelligence of 

Preschool Children. The paper 

deals with the intelligence of 
children, and was praised to be 
the best. eldena admitted that 
she was a bit lazy when it comes 
to graduate paper, but her pro-

fessor and mentor, Tanja 
Nedilović, helped a lot in order 
for her not to give up in the end. 
she points out that she was pro-

ud of having such a teacher. And 
not only her, but all who work in 
this educational institution and 
who are responsible for the fact 
that today she completed a long 
journey to education. 

Message to her  
Roma compatriots

eldena says that education 
must be a priority. While she 
was studying, several students 
left college because they got 
married. “I would not want to 
make this a practice and since 
I’m now starting to work as a 
teaching assistant, I’d pay 
more attention to this problem 
and I will talk with students 
about the importance of edu-

cation,” says eldena at the end 
of the conversation. 

We wish a lot of success 
and research papers to Elena, 
and she promised us that she 
will continue to evolve and le

arn, because without constant 
learning there is no progress.

Ljiljana Maričić
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The Educational Centre “Discipulus” in Pećinci has 
been in existence for ten years and it deals with 

adult education. The Centre co-operates with 
faculties and it organised scientific conferences on 

the topic of entrepreneurship. It has a large number 
of associates and depending on the needs they 

design appropriate programmes. Through seminars, 
workshops and trainings they manage to spread 

knowledge and provide assistance in acquiring new 

knowledge and skills.

The first day of training

Education

The educational Centre co-

-operates with:
• Union University – Faculty 

for Business Industrial 
Management, Belgrade

• National University Božidar 
Adžija, Belgrade

• educational Centre “Finesa”, 
Belgrade

• ecological society “eco-
ecological”, Pećinci

COMPUTER TRAINING  

FOR ROMA IN PEĆINCI
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The educational Centre “Discipulus”, as an educatio-

nal institution, has been present for a number of years in 
the world of education of the republic of serbia and it 
was founded with the idea to provide the opportunity to 
young people from Lower srem for additional education.

The main task of the educational Centre is practical 
education of professionals in the fields of economy, ma-

nagement, tourism, law, agriculture and ecology. 
Acquiring of knowledge, skills and capacities in such a 
way enables continuing improvement and merging of up-

-to-date business with the trends in modern economic 
theory. 

• Municipal Assembly Pećinci
• Municipal Assembly stara 

Pazova
This time they have come up 

with the idea to organise computer 
training for young roma held by trai-
ned lecturers in order to enable 
them to get an internationally reco-

gnised eCDL Certificate. The project 
was approved by the Provincial 
secretar iat  for  economy, 
employment and Gender equality 

and it was joined by the 
Municipality that was going to 
finance the manufacture of di-
plomas to training attendants. 
It was planned for the first mo-

dule to last for seven days, na-

mely 30 class hours but it was 
decided to extend it in order to 
ensure the acquired knowled-

ge. Currently there are 15 peo-

ple who applied for the training 
and it is possible that there will 
be more of them.

Nada Burmazović, Assi stant 
to the Provincial se cretary in 
charge of employment, snežana 
Gagić, Head of the social Affairs 
Depart ment of the Municipality 
of Pećinci, and Duško Jovanović, 
Director of the roma Inclusion 
Office attended the beginning 
of the training.

Director Jovanović greeted 
all the attendants and conveyed the 
words of support emphasising the si-
gnificance of computer literacy. 
“This project inspires hope to young 
roma because it enables them to 
follow up the current global trends 
and latest technology. It is important 
that these trainings are attended by 
people who wish to change things 
and who also understand the con-

cept of life long learning and impro-

vement“, said the Director of the 

roma Inclusion Office and added 
that it was the matter of a great 
synergy in the making because the 
project was initiated by a non-gover-
nment organisation, it was suppor-
ted financially by the provincial ad-

ministration and joined by the local 
self-government making it a model 
that should be followed.

The Head of the Department, 
snežana Gagić joined the words of 
support and pointed out the fact 
that the Local Action Plan for 
Improvement of the status of roma 
was adopted for the period from 
2015 to 2019 with the priorities rela-

ting to education, health care, hou-

sing and employment. “The obtain-

ing this Certificate is exceptionally 
important for you and that is why I 
wish you to complete the training 
successfully“, she said in the end.

Projects such as this one help 
the young Roma to get employed 
more easily because computer lite

racy is the precondition for almost 
any job in a contemporary world. At 

the same time, they acquire self
-confidence and the wish for further 
education and in such a way increa

se their competitiveness on the la

bour market and make important 

steps in improving the quality of 
life.

Tijana Čubrilo
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Miroslav Vasin and Petar Filipović

INDJIJA IMPROVES THE STATUS OF ROMA  

IN THE FIELD OF HOUSING WITH THE ASSISTANCE  

OF THE PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT

Miroslav Vasin, the Vice-
president of the Provincial 
Government and Provincial 
secretary for economy, employ-
ment and Gender equality, signed 
the contract with the President of 
Municipality of Indjija, Petar 
Filipović pursuant to which the fun-

ds are granted from the Vojvodina 
budget based on the open call for 
co-financing of the status of roma 
in the field of housing. The 
Provincial secretariat allocated to 
the Municipality of Indjija the fun-

ds amounting to 1.4 million rsD for 
this purpose. slavica Denić, PhD, 
the Assistant Provincial secretary 
in charge of improvement of the 
status of roma also attended the 
signing ceremony. The funds amo-

unting to 1.4 million rsD were allo-

cated to the Municipality of Indjija 
based on the open call designated 
to granting of funds to municipali-
ties and towns in the AP Vojvodina 
that included:

— Financing of implementation 
and fulfilment of objectives of 
the strategy for Improvement 
of the status of roma men 
and women aimed at their in-

tegration in social streams;
— Implementation of local ac-

tion plans for roma in the fi-
eld of housing in towns and 
municipalities in the territo-

ry of the AP Vojvodina;
— Improvement of the housing 

conditions for roma men 
and women;

— Promotion of participation of 
roma men and women in de-

cision making and planning 
processes, implementation of 
local action plans for the im-

provement of the status of 
roma in the field of housing;

— Defining of conditions for 
utilisation of the funds gran-

ted.
“Vojvodina is considered 

the region with the highest qua-

lity programme of assistance to 
roma national community. The 
programme, which has been 
presented in certain european 
regions, is based on resolving of 
three key problems – education, 
employment and housing. The 
Provincial Government provided 
assistance to local self-gover-
nments in Vojvodina within 
three above-mentioned se-

gments and today’s meeting in 
Indjija is dedicated to providing 
of assistance to the municipality 
with respect of housing of the 
roma. Using the funds we provi-
ded jointly with the Municipality 
of Indjija we support the rehabi-
litation of the existing premises 
and satisfying of the housing ne-

eds of roma living in the territo-

ry of this municipality”, said 
Vasin. The secretary in charge 
added that the secretariat fi-
nanced for six months the sala-

ries for co-ordinator for roma 
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“The Municipality of Indjija got 1.4 million from the Provincial secretariat for economy, 
employment and Gender equality of the AP Vojvodina for rehabilitation of residential premises 
that roma families live in. As a local self-government we allocated the same amount. With the 
total of close to 3 million dinars we will be able to provide assistance in building material to at 
least 15 roma families. each dinar of allocated funds will reach the roma families, and this is the 
most important. There are no sky-high fees and we are implementing inclusion in practice. No 
matter if they are reconstruction the roof, repairing floors, building bathrooms, or changing car-
pentry the money will be spent on things that certain family needs. By the end of February 2016 
the local assembly adopted the Local Action Plan for roma in four priority areas with more than 
ten sub-areas. The strategic document was adopted for the period of 5 years – from 2016 to 2020. 
During the first year of implementation it has been budgeted with 5.9 million rsD and a part of 
these funds will be used for rehabilitation of houses. If you look at the measures and activities di-
rected towards supporting roma community in Indjija you will see that Indjija is an example for 
the whole serbia in resolving of problems of the most vulnerable community in serbia nowadays. 
We are witnessing a declarative advocating of improvement of the status of roma, measures that 
yield no results, sky-high fees for individuals without measurable results. We do things differently 
and that is why the results are different – highly concrete, measurable.”

Ninoslav Jovanović

issues in the Municipality of 
Indjija and that the funds were 
provided for procurement of 
school books and school accesso-

ries for roma pupils.
Petar Filipović, the President 

of the Municipality, emphasised 
the significance of that and simi-

lar incentive projects, in particu-

lar for members of the roma nati-
onal community because they 
were the most vulnerable in ma-

terial sense, especially when it 
came to living conditions. “In ad-

dition to the above-mentioned 
funds more than five million di-

nars have been provided within 
the municipal budget for the issu-

es related to improvement of the 
status of roma in the Municipality, 
as well as for resolving of strate-

gic issues of their national com-

munity”, said Filipović.

Aleksandra Mićić
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SIGNED CONTRACTS FOR IMPROVEMENT  

OF THE STATUS OF ROMA  

IN MUNICIPALITIES OF ODŽACI AND KOVIN
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 The representatives of muni-
cipalities of Kovin and Odžaci si-
gned yesterday the contracts with 
the Provincial secretariat for 

economy, employment and 
Gender equality for improvement 
of the status of roma in the field 
of housing. The secretariat stated 

that slavica Denić, the Assistant 
Provincial secretary for economy, 
employment and Gender equality 
in charge of improvement of the 

status of roma, who 
also handed over the 
contracts, and Duško 
Jovanović, Director of 
the roma Inclusion 
Office of the AP 
Vojvodina, attended 
the official signing ce-

remony.
The Provincial 

s e c r e t a r i a t  f o r 
economy, employment 
and Gender equality 
announced last year 
the open call for 
grants to towns and 
municipalities in the 
territory of the AP 
Vojvodina for co-fi-
nancing of implemen-

tation of local action 
plans for improvement 
of the status of roma 
in the field of housing. 
The secretariat allo-

cated 3 million dinars 
in total for that pur-
pose while local self-
-governments had the 
obligation to partici-
pate with 50 percents 
of their own funds. 
Municipality of Odžaci 
got one million dinars 
from this open call, 
Municipality of Kovin 
got 600,000 dinars 
while Municipality of 
Indjija got the grant 
amounting to 1.4 mil-
lion dinars.

The objectives of 
financing were based 
on implementation of 
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the strategy for Improvement of 
the status of roma men and mo-

men in the Territory of the AP 

Vojvodina aimed at integration 
into social streams, which would, 
along with the implementation of 

local action plans, improve signi-
ficantly the housing conditions for 
this national community.

Housing

Awarding contracts
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“There are around 400 roma households in Odžaci and 1,056 roma men and women live in 
them. The Municipality of Odžaci adopted action plans 2010-2015 which include the action plans 
for education, health care, employment and housing. Within these five years the majority of acti-
vities have been carried out in the fields of education and health care, much less in the field of 
employment and the least in resolving of housing problems. If we bear in mind the fact that adop-

ting of the roma Decade in the republic of serbia meant recognising of the problem that roma 
were faced with in exercising of their right to adequate housing we have to say that little has been 
done in this field. Although our municipality has shown readiness to commence resolving these pro-

blems, roma in Odžaci are still without help and they cannot get out of the enchanted circle of po-

verty. The funds of the Provincial secretariat and Municipality of Odžaci totalling to two million di-
nars will improve the living conditions of many families. Many families in Odžaci are trying to live 
in normal conditions and provide to their children the best they can, but economic situation does 
not allow them to put that in practice. such a form of support implies the rehabilitation of houses 
in which roma live and that will mean a lot to them. I would like to point out that the Provincial 
secretariat for economy, employment and Gender equality, roma Inclusion Office and Municipality 
of Odžaci have a very good co-operation in the fields of education and employment and I believe 
that this co-operation will continue in the future in improving the status of roma in the society and 
reducing of differences that exist between the roma population and the remaining population.

Miroslav Ilić, Co-ordinator for Roma issues of the Municipality of Odžaci

slavica Denić, the Assistant 
Provincial secretary emphasised 
it was very important that local 
self-governments took part in the 
activities and implementation of 
the secretariat’s programmes di-

rected to the improvement of 
the status of roma because they 
had confirmed in such a way 
their socially responsible role to-

wards the citizens. In addition to 
that, as it is said in the press re-

lease, the participation of roma 
non-government sector is very 
important since it improves signi-
ficantly the status of roma com-

munity members. 
Aleksandra Мićić
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PRESENTATION OF THE PROJECT OF REHABILITATION  

OF HOUSES OF SOCIALLY VULNERABLE FAMILIES THAT  

WERE AFFECTED BY FLOODS IN SERBIA

The cyclone “Tamara” hit 
the regions of central and 
southeast europe on May 13th, 
2014. The centre of the cyclone 
field was above serbia and 
Bosnia and Herzegovina where a 
large quantity of precipitation 
was registered from May 13th to 
15th, the largest that has been 
recorded ever since the records 
on meteorological observations 
are kept. These floods took 51 
lives. Water element and slides 

destroyed more than 400 hou-

sing units and damaged around 
17,000 houses. Obrenovac was 
evacuated because of the flood. 
Torrents, slides and ground wa-

ters also hit the inhabitants of 
Valjevo, Lazarevac and Šabac.

The May floods were the re-

ason because of which the pro-

ject titled ”rehabilitation of ho-

uses based on the needs of 
socially vulnerable families that 
were affected by floods in 

serbia” was launched. Two par-
tner organisations organized the 
project jointly – eHO (ecumenical 
Humanitarian Organisation) from 
Novi sad and HeKs–ePer (Hu ma-
nitarian service of the Protestant 
Churches in switzerland) from 
Zurich, switzerland. The project 
worth 1.6 million CHF was finan-

ced by HeKs–ePer swiss 
solidarity and swiss Agency for 
Development and Cooperation. 
The project was realized in the 

Presenting the project
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period from August 1st, 2014 to 
December 31st, 2015 in the terri-
tories of municipalities of 
Valjevo, Šabac, and town muni-
cipalities of Lazarevac and 
Obrenovac.

The project was focused on 
rehabilitation of houses for soci-
ally vulnerable families dama-

ged by floods, namely roma 
men and women and other soci-
ally vulnerable categories living 
in rented housing units and poor 
housing conditions.

During the project imple-

mentation an independent team 
of the CPZV in co-operation with 
the Playground production com-

pany from Novi sad documented 
the progress of realization and 
applied methodology of the fie-

ld work. The results of this initi-
ative include a television pro-

gramme lasting for 6 minutes 
made by Ivana Buš Jović and te-

levision documentary film by 
Želimir Žilnik that were shown 
during the project presentation.

The project also included 
providing of technical support to 
planning and fulfilment of the 
project of rehabilitation of hou-

ses, building material for benefi-
ciary families (by applying the 
voucher system for the building 
material), as well as consultati-
on, advise, guidelines and pro-

fessional assistance in the execu-

tion of construction works. More 
than 400 socially vulnerable fa-

milies were supported to rehabi-
litate their houses. Depending on 
the damage four categories of 
assistance were defined.

The residents of settle-

ments were responsible for the 

entire process of rebuilding of 
houses and improvement of hou-

sing conditions, i.e. the resi-
dents carried out the constructi-
on works themselves or they 
paid professionals. The professi-
onals, expert supervisions and 
support assisted them in the 
process.

On behalf of the ecumenical 
Humanitarian Organisation, 
robert Bu, said that eHO had 
been working since 2003 already 
on improvement of housing con-

ditions in rented roma settle-

ments and that since 2007 they 
had been implementing a unique 
model that implied the improve-

ment of the housing conditions 
via the system of supervised 
self-involvement in constructi-
on. The roma population is 
expected to contribute with its 
work to the entire process. Bu 
emphasised that 330 houses out 
of 400 restored houses belonged 
to the resident of the roma na-

tionality. During the project aro-

und ten entirely new houses 
were built.

Ljiljana Maričić

Housing
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EMPLOYMENT POLICIES IN 2016

There are 1,379 persons registered with the National employment service of the south 
Bačka District, 645 of whom are women and there are 360 of them in the territory of the City 
of Novi sad. These open calls could contribute to reducing these figures.

The round-table participants
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The National employment 
service (Nes) — Branch Office Novi 
sad was the host to the tribune 
where programmes and active 
employment policy measures in 
2016 were presented. Beside com-

petitions and open calls of the 
Nes, the public calls of the 
Provincial secretariat for economy, 
employment and Gender equality 
and the City of Novi sad were also 
presented. A special emphasis was 

placed on open calls designated to 
members of the roma national 
community.

The tribune was also attended 
by representatives of the Centre 
for social Work, Association of 
Craftsmen, Director of the roma 
Inclusion Office and employers and 
employees interested in applying 
at these open calls.

Public calls  
of the National 

Employment Service 
The National employment 

service presented 11 open calls and 
competitions three of which are of 
special significance for the roma 
community. The first one is an open 
call for unemployed members of 
the roma community for granting 
of subsidies for self-employment 
which was open until April 18th, 
2016. The subsidies are designated 
to people who are registered at the 
National employment service and 
who completed the training for 
start ups. This subsidy is granted as 
a lump amount of 180,000 rsD and 
application with a business plan 

is to be submitted in two copies  
to the competent National 
employment service unit in the 
place of permanent or temporary 
residence. The second call is desi-
gnated to employers from the pri-
vate sector as subsidy for a part of 
salary of pecuniary social welfare 
beneficiaries who are registered 
with the National employ ment 
service and it is open until 
November 30th, 2016. This measure 
has been passed in order to activa-

te the unemployed pecuniary social 
welfare beneficiaries aiming at 
their work-social integration and 
reducing dependence on grants 
from the social security system. 
The employers are granted 15,000 
rsD per employee at a monthly le-
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vel in duration of 12 months with 
the obligation to keep persons 
employed for at least 6 months 
upon the termination of a one year 
period. The last important open 
call is the one designated to emplo-

yer for subsidies for employment of 

unemployed people from the cate-

gory of less employable at newly 
created jobs, and roma belong to 
this category. The amount of subsi-
dy is conditioned by the level of 
development of the relevant muni-
cipality according to the place of 

employment so that it ranges from 
150,000 to 250,000 rsD per person. 
The call is open until November 
30th, 2016. Dušan Marjanović, Head 
of the Depart ment for mediation 
and career planning, emphasised 
that the priority in all other open 
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calls was also given to less emplo-

yable persons and he invited all 
those who were interested to apply 
to open calls prior to expiry of their 
validity because there was a large 
number of people interested in 
them.

Open calls of the 
Provincial Government 
and the City of Novi Sad

The Director of the National 
employment service — Branch 
Office Novi sad, Tatjana Vidović, 
presented the open calls of the 

City of Novi sad while smiljana 
radovanović, Head of the 
Department for employment pro-

grammes, entrepreneurship and 
supplementary education and trai-
ning presented the open calls of 
the Provincial Government. The 
City has open calls for internship 
programmes, professional practice 
programmes, organising of public 
works of significance for the City, 
support to self-employment, 
University professional practice of 
students, and it will also finance 
the organisation of employment 
Fairs and participation in the im-

plementation of the project titled 
„Increasing the efficiency of 
employment policy for vulnerable 
groups“.

There are two open calls in the 
Provincial secretariat for economy 
that are still active: public call for 
granting of subsidies to unemplo-

yed persons for self-employment in 
the AP Vojvodina amounting to 
160,000 rsD and public call for 
granting of subsidies to employers 
for employment of unemployed 
persons in the AP Vojvodina amoun-

ting to 140,000 rsD. Both open 
calls are open until October 1st, 
2016 but, as in the case of all previ-
ous open calls, it is recommended 
to apply as soon as possible.

All the details and documen-

tation necessary for applications 
to some of the above-mentioned 
public calls and competitions can 
be found on the Internet pages of 
these institutions – National 
employment service (www.nsz.
gov.rs), Provincial secretariat for 
economy, employment and 
Gender equality (www.spriv.voj-
vodina.gov.rs), City of Novi sad 
Novi sad (www.novisad.rs).

 Tijana Čubrilo
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The social Inclusion and 
Poverty reduction Unit and 
roma Information Centre 
held a round Table in order 
to discuss the process of 
accession of serbia to the 
european Union through 
Chapter 23, with a special 
emphasis on protection of ri-
ghts of roma men and 
women. The speakers at the 
round Table were e. Hendrik 
G.C.  van  den  Doo l , 

Ambassador of Holland, dr 
suzana Paunović, Director of 

the Human and Minority rights 
Office, Ivan sekulović, 
Manager of the social 
Inclusion and Poverty 
reduction Unit, and 
rozalija Ilić from the 
roma  In fo rmat ion 
Centre.

The status of the 
roma community mem-

bers in the context of 
opening of negotiating 

chapters 23 and 24 is of direct 

ROUND TABLE ON THE STATUS OF  

ROMA COMMUNITY IN THE CONTEXT  

OF ACCESSION OF SERBIA TO THE EU

Roma settlement Rupe in Ruma
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significance for accomplishing of 
human and minority rights and in 
that sense the issues of the sta-

tus of roma is among the key 
ones, it was said at the panel di-
scussion on the topic of 
“Challenges and protection of 
human and minority rights”.

saša Gajin, professor at the 
Faculty of Law of the “Union” 
University said that by the rule 
those chapters were open first 
and closed last, and that there 
were four benchmarks the fulfil-

ment of which should provide 
for opening of chapters. He 
explained that two out of four 
benchmarks were designed as 
starting points for opening of 
chapters 23 and 24 and that they 
referred to legal and political 
status of roma – strategy for 
social Inclusion of roma 
Community and Action Plan for 
Improvement of the status of 
Members of National Minorities 
in general. The third benchmark 
is the adopting of the law on 
free legal aid that provides di-
rectly for ‘access to justice’ for 
members of roma community as 
well, and the fourth benchmark 
is the adopting of the Law on 
Personal Data Protection. As for 
now, none of these benchmarks 
has been fulfilled, said Gajin.

The Ambassador of Holland 
to serbia, Hendrik van den Dool, 
said that within the 
negotiations on 
accession to the eU 
that were in pro-

gress and Chapter 
23 serbia was 
requested to prepa-

re a detailed plan 
on protection of na-

tional minorities, 
which, according to 
him, meant participation, co-or-
dination and joint responsibility.

“Holland is determined to 
protect and promote human and 
minority rights all over the world 
because observing of these ri-
ghts will also help in fostering 
the development and stability, 
which is in everyone’s interest”, 
said van den Dool.

The President of the roma 
National Council, Vitomir 
Mihajlović, said that the Council 

participated actively in the pas-
sing of an important strategic do-

cument – the second strategy for 
improvement of the status of 
roma, that the expert team con-

sisted of roma experts as well so 
that, as he said, 10 – 15 members 
of the roma community partici-
pated directly in drafting of that 
document. “That is very impor-
tant because we had good result 
in the adopting of the document. 
We, the roma, knew what was 
best and within which period it 
could be accomplished. We un-

derstood all the problems that 
serbia was faced with and our 
demands were moderate consi-
dering everything that roma 
community had to accomplish, in 
particular with respect of educa-

tion”, said Mihajlović. He added 
that education, housing, emplo-

yment, health and social status 

of roma were the most impor-
tant questions and that they 
were included in the strategy.

The Director of the roma 
Information Centre from 
Kragujevac, rozalija Ilić, also 
participated in the panel discus-
sion. she presented the results 
of the research related to 
Chapter 23 – Protection of the 
roma minority rights.

Source:  

socijalnoukljucivanje.gov.rs
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Despite significant improve-

ment of their status, the economic 
inequality of women is still in the 
very root of all other forms of viola-

tion of women’s rights, it is said in 
the press release of the Provincial 

Ombudsman on the occasion of 
March 8th, the International 
Women’s Day.

economic status of a huge 
number of women is poor and 
long-term economic crisis has 

increased additionally their so-

cial inequality. Unemployment 
among women is higher than 
unemployment among men. 
Women have a weaker control 
over the ownership and resour-

GENDER INEQUALITY IS FOUNDED 
ON A POOR ECONOMIC STATUS OF WOMEN
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ces of the society, they are more 
frequently present in informal 
forms of employment with lower 
salaries and they spend more 
time on unpaid jobs. Dis-
crimination is emphasised in 

particular towards pre-

gnant women and women 
who have given birth to 
children for whom it is 
more difficult to get a job 
and who lose jobs more 
easily. This is also confir-
med by the gender equa-

lity index according to 
which serbia is lagging 
behind the european 
Union the most in the 
area of labour and mana-

ging and disposing with 
money. employed women 
are often exposed to of-
fenses, and even threats 
and blackmails at work. 
There are too many girls 
and women who have 
been the target of dome-

stic violence and other 
forms of violence that 
burdens and damages 
both them as individuals 
and the society on the 
whole. The institution of 
the Provincial Ombudsman 
has been pointing to the-

se phenomena for years 
requesting the competent 
authorities to undertake 
appropriate measures for 
protection of women and 
calling for the observance 

of legislation and Law on Gender 
equality.

It is encouraging that serbia, 
as the first country outside the 
european Union that implements 

the Gender equality Index, has 
accomplished the result of 40.6 
points out of 100, while the eU 
average makes 52.9 points. Our 
country is above the european 
Union average when it comes to 
participation of women in decisi-
on making primarily thanks to the 
implementation of the so-called 
quota for less represented gender 
at decision making places. This 
shows that it is necessary to de-

ploy the support measures in all 
the areas where gender inequali-
ty is expressed, starting from lo-

cal community to the Government 
because no true transformation 
of the status of women will ha-

ppen without resolute, visible and 
measurable actions. 

Investing into accomplishing 
of gender equality will result 
with economic progress, social 
and political inclusion and other 
benefits that will foster stability 
and respect for human dignity. 
Accomplishing human rights and 
sustainable development are not 
possible if one half of mankind is 
deprived of equal opportunities, 
said the United Nations secretary 
General Ban Ki-moon on the 
occasion of the International 
Women’s Day that was celebra-

ted this year under the slogan: 
The Planet 50-50 until 2030 – 
Let’s create conditions for gen-

der equality.
Source:  

Provincial Ombudsman
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INTERNATIONAL  

 MOTHER LANGUAGE DAY 

General Assembly of UNesCO declared in 1999 the Mother Language Day, as a me-

mory of the students who were killed in 1952 in Dhaka in east Pakistan, today's 
Bangladesh, because they protested over their mother language was not declared as 
the official one.
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The International Mother 
Language Day was officially mar-
ked in the republic of serbia this 
year again. The celebration in the 
Palace of serbia organised on the 
occasion of this important date 
was attended by representatives 
of National Councils of National 
Minorities, government authoriti-
es, institutions and independent 
bodies, while children represen-

ting national minorities they be-

long to were dressed in their nati-
onal costumes and they recited 
poems in their mother languages.

More than 72,000 children at-
tend  all classes in their mother 
languages and more than 7,000 
children have their mother langu-

ages with the elements of natio-

nal culture as one of the subjects, 
as it is the case with the romani 
language.

European Charter on 
Regional and Minority 

Languages

More than 30 ethnic commu-

nities live in serbia at present 
and they all speak their langua-

ges. In 2006 serbia ratified the 
european Charter on regional and 
Minority Languages and in such a 
way it undertook the obligation 
to protect 10 minority languages. 
The goals and principles of this 
Charter refer, among other thin-

gs, to the recognition of the regi-
onal or minority languages as an 
expression of cultural wealth, 
creating of conditions to facilita-

te and/or encourage the use of 
regional or minority languages, in 
speech and writing, in public and 
private life, the need for resolute 

action to promote regional or mi-
nority languages in order to safe-

guard them, the promotion of 
study and research on regional or 
minority languages at universities 
or equivalent institutions. 

Measures that signatory par-
ties to the Charter should carry 
out to promote the status of mi-
nority languages include making 
pre-school, primary, secondary, 
technical or vocational, universi-
ty or other forms of higher edu-

cation available in appropriate 
minorities languages, as well as 
adult education through continu-

ing courses that would be held 
mainly or entirely in regional or 
minority languages, providing for 
history and culture teaching.

Media

When it comes to media the-

re is the obligation of the signato-

ry Parties to encourage or facili-
tate the creation of at least one 
radio station and one television 
channel in the regional or minori-
ty languages. the signatory 
Parties also undertake to guaran-

tee freedom of direct reception 
of radio and television broadcasts 
from neighbouring countries in a 
language used in identical or si-
milar form to a regional or mino-

rity language.
The right to public informa-

tion in minority languages via 
printed and electronic media is 
exercised in 15 languages in 
serbia but it is necessary to get 
much wider state support in or-
der for these media to survive 
because they are affected direc-

tly by privatisation of the media.

Culture and Economy

When it comes to cultural 
activities and benefits, the co-

untries should encourage types 

of expression and initiative spe-

cific to regional or minority lan-

guages and foster the different 
means of access to works of art 
produced in these langua-

ges,  foster the different means 
of access in other languages to 
works produced in regional or 
minority languages by aiding 
and developing translation, 
post-synchronisation and subti-
tling activities, foster access  
in regional or minority langua-

ges to works produced in other 
languages by aiding and develo-

ping translation, post-synchro-

nisation and subtitling activiti-
es, etc. 

With regard to economic 
and social activities, the coun-

tries undertake within the who-

le territory the obligation to 
eliminate from their legislation 
any provision prohibiting or li-
miting without justifiable rea-

sons the use of regional or mi-
nority languages in documents 
relating to economic or social 
life, particularly contracts of 
employment or in technical do-

cuments,  to oppose practices 
designed to discourage the use 
of regional or minority langua-

ges in connection with econo-

mic or social activities.

Tijana Čubrilo

In 42 local self-gover-
nments in serbia 11 minority 
languages were introduced 
into the official use and the 
same goes for their alpha-
bets.

In addition to serbian, the 
official language in the AP 
Vojvodina include Hungarian, 
Croatian, romanian, ruthenian 
and slovak, while Czech langu-

age and alphabet are in the of-
ficial use in the municipality of 
Bela Crkva, Bulgarian language 
and alphabet in Pančevo and 
the inhabited settlement 
Ivanovo, and Macedonian lan-

guage and alphabet in the in-

habited settlement Jabuka.
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LITERARY EVENING WITH MAJA FAMILIĆ

Poem reading for Maja Familić

Maja Familić, an author and a 
painter, presented her new collec-

tion of poems in the reading room 

of the City Library of Novi sad. The 
book has already seen its promoti-
on in India, New Delhi, at the World 

roma Conference and its publishing 
was financed by the City of Novi 
sad, City Department for Culture.



29he Roma Decade in AP Vojvodina

Culture

The poems and illustrations 
from the collection were published in 
the Indian Literary Magazine “Kafla”. 

The book was written in three langu-

ages (serbian, romani and english) – 
“Kad mrtvi propevaju”/ “Kana e 

mule đilaben”/”When the Dead start 
singing” and it was dedicated to the 
victims of Holocaust.
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The programme began with 
Maja Familić’s biography. The pro-

gramme participants and the revi-
ewer Zoran Djerić talked about 
her new book. The verses from po-

ems were read by the actress 
Željka Jelić, while a pianist Maja 
repić gave a musical contribution.

The reviewer Zoran Djerić 
said that a poetess felt the need 
to study and describe the suffering 
of her people, the roma. she co-

mes from a Fruška Gora village of 
Molovin from where more than 
100 roma were taken to Jasenovac 
and other concentration camps. 
Many from the family Familić, who 
were famous musicians, were 
among roma who were taken 

away. As they were taken to the 
concentration camps they sang 
and played as if they had not been 
going into the death. “It is very 
difficult to put in a poem the facts 
related to people’s suffering so 
that they do not become a burden 
and that a poem is not pathetic. 
Maja has succeeded in that. The 

relationship between the facts 
and fiction intrigued me when I 
was reading her new manuscript. 
It is very important that there is a 
fine art side of a book. The title is 
indicative because the dead sing 
through the mouths of those who 
survived. This is the way to pay 
tribute to the dead and this is 

Maja Familić was born 
in Novi sad, in 1973. she is a 
graduate professional pre-

school teacher by professi-
on. she also completed the 
studies at the “Faculty of 
Pedagogy” in sombor and 
acquired the title of gradua-

te primary school teacher. 
As a painter and poetess she 
is a member of the Managing 
Board of the Association of 
Writers of Vojvodina. In the 
sphere of inclusive educati-
on she worked as mentor in 
many fine art workshops 
with roma children. she 
currently works in the 
sector for Digitization of 
Cultural Heritage in Novi 
sad. Her poetry was publis-
hed in the Anthology of 
Vojvodina Poetesses “The 
eyes of the Flatland”. Maja 
Familić strives to promote 
roma culture. she published 
the collections of poems 
“The Jar of Hope” and 
“Hospitable Guest” and the 
poem “Black and White 
Happiness”.

Culture
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maybe the only way to keep them 
from oblivion”, concluded Djerić.

Dragana V. Todoreskov, an 
author and programme partici-
pant, pointed out that dedication 
of the book to the victims of 
Holocaust mapped the reader’s 
practice, while the graphic su-

pplement, the work of the poetess 

herself, contributed to the power 
of experience and difficult topics 
we anticipated from the title.

Maja Familić said that poetry 
was something one dreamt of, what 
was being imagined, desired and so-

mething that was meant to happen. 
she noted that she was the descen-

dant of the family Familić whose 

many members were killed in the 
so-called Bloody srem summer du-

ring the World War II. Today, with 
her literary and artistic expression, 
she is illuminating the memory of 
the past days, the memory that will 
live forever in immortality and un-

forgetfulness. 

Ljiljana Maričić

Culture
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