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EDITORIAL

DeAr reADers,

We present you the 59th issue of our publication, 
which has been published quarterly since the begin-

ning of this year. The lead-in column offers interviews 
with Dušan radul, the new director of the roma 
Inclusion Office and Jelena Jovanović, Member to the 
Assembly of Vojvodina. We discussed future steps that 
are to be undertaken by the Provincial Government, 
which will contribute to improving the status of the 
roma community. In the same spirit, the Prime 
Minister of the Provincial Government, Igor Mirović, 
received the delegation of the National Council of the 
roma National Minority at a reception, while pointing 
out that the Government will specifically commit to 
the issues that contribute to a better status of the 
roma.

As for the results obtained at the local level, 
Andrej Đurić, Coordinator for roma issues in Odžaci 
provided us some encouraging data, with legalization 
of a settlement in this municipality being a highlight. 
On the other hand, roma students of primary and se-

condary schools in Pančevo received awards.

In the column entitle Culture, we wrote about 
the king of romani music, Šaban Bajramović, with the 
occasion being the 80th anniversary of his birth and 
eight years since his passing.

We remind you that, with credits to the research 
and education Center and to the Preschool Teacher 
Training College “Mihailo Palov” in Vršac, you can now 
read our publication in its electronic form, available 
at www.rec.org.rs/bilten/.

Your editorial staff
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LIFE AS AN INSPIRATION

Jelena Jovanović, MP in the Provincial Assembly of the AP Vojvodina

* Tell us something about 
your education. 

I grew up in stara Pazova 
where I completed primary and 
secondary school. Both my fa-

mily and I knew I wanted and 
could do more. I chose Higher 

Business school in Novi sad. I 
graduated from there and after 
a short pause, I enrolled the 
Faculty of Law where I stayed 
for a year. speaking from this 
perspective, it was too deman-

ding and difficult after all the 

years of education. I made a pa-

use, but a short one. During 
that time, I realised what I truly 
wanted to do in my life and I 
enrolled the Faculty for 
Management  in  s remsk i 
Karlovci. I graduated there and I 
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* Your are the first Roma 
woman holding the position of 
MP in the Provincial Assembly. 
Which are your current duties at 
that position?

It is true that I ma the first 
roma woman in the history of 
serbian parlamentarism holding 
the position of MP in the 
Provincial Assembly. This fact is a 
great honour for me and for my 
family. I was also the first roma 
woman employed in the 
Provincial Government and I 
know how difficult it is to be the 
first in something. However, such 
facts and opportunities are im-

portant motives for me, not only 
personal but also as a part of 
struggle for roma national com-

munity and presence of roma in 
the system institutions. I was par-
ticularly impressed by the trust 
extended to me to be the only 
roma woman on the provincial 
list “Aleksandar Vučić –serbia 
wins” and I know that I will give 
my maximum to justify that 
trust. regretfully, there are no 
members of roma nationality on 
other lists and that makes me be-

lieve that other political parties 
are neither interested nor ready 
to include roma men and women 
as equal compatriots into their li-
nes.

Duties of an MP anticipate 
active participation at regular 
sessions and these are my current 
work related duties although I 
also got included in the work of 
the Committee for National 
equality and Assembly Committee 
for education and science where I 
hold the position of Vice-
president. Both Committees are 
very important for roma national 
minority and I wish to contribute 

am currently at master studies. 
Naturally, it is a part of my for-
mal education. In parallel with 
regular education I attended 
many trainings, workshops, se-

minars, etc. that helped me, 
each in its own way, to build my 
capacities. This is my way to 
work on myself because I firmly 

believe that only via constant 
learning I can add a new quality 
to life of others as well.

* For a number of years you 
worked in the Provincial 
Secretariat for Regulations, 
Administration and National 
Minorities. How much does the 
experience you have acquired 
mean to you for your current 
position?

A multiannual experience in 
the provincial administration, in 
particular in the secretariat I 
was employed at, helped me in 
many things. I have learnt about 
functioning of executive gover-
nance, analysed the problems in 
the field of both education and 
national minorities, but I was 
also at the source of current in-

formation regarding regulations 
and administration. At this posi-
tion I “enter the world” of exe-

cutive governance. I learn about 
its functioning, analyse on conc-
rete examples all forms of imple-

mentation and I can notice well 
the connection with judicial 
power. It is very important for 
everyone, and in particular for 
roma national community, to be 
included in executive, legislati-
ve, and judicial authorities. Now, 
for the first time, roma are re-

presented at all levels of gover-
nment. Naturally, the number of 
roma who are included is small, 
but the work in that field is diffi-
cult and long-term because it is 
necessary, first of all, to have as 
much as possible educated roma 
in the system institutions. 
Without that, there is no pro-

gress for roma community, and 
no progress for the society as a 
whole.
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with my work to make positive 
steps forward in these fields for 
all members of our society.

* How does your typical day 
in office look like? 

Depending on obligations I 
have in the Provincial Assembly I 
schedule other obligations... From 
preparations for the Assembly 
sessions, preparations for 
Committee meetings, visits to lo-

cal self-governments, meetings 
with roma co-ordinators, tea-

ching assistants, representatives 
of roam civil sector to daily 
exchange of opinions with collea-

gues and work on my own capaci-
ties building. I believe that each 
of these activities is the opportu-

nity to learn – about work, cur-
rent situation in the society but 
also about myself and different 
needs of the society we live in. It 

is neither little nor easy but every 
part of it is challenging and useful 
for the objectives we have as 
MPs, activists and citizens.

* What does the position you 
hold mean for Roma community? 

The voice of roma communi-
ty in the Provincial Assembly are 
the words I address as an MP on 
behalf of all my compatriots and 
all of those who know or want to 
know what the problems are, the 
needs, hopes, expectations, desi-
res, successes and failures of 
roma community. What I do now 
is big responsibility, but basically, 
I have been doing it ever since I 
know of myself only in different 
ways. Currently it is from the MP 
position because the years of fi-
ghting for the roma cause have 
confirmed the enthusiasm, works, 
fight behind me and I hope a lot 

more in front of me, for the be-

nefit of all roma and all those 

who live and want to live with 

roma, not only beside them. I am 

aware that my voice for the roma 

community could not leave such a 

trace if I were not a part of a big 

struggle for better society waged 

by the part lead by Aleksandar 

Vučić. This is the power of an 

idea, aim and future that turns 

the opportunity for better tomor-

row into reality for roma commu-

nity and others and to us who 

build such an environment united 

gives strength  to endure in com-

bats that seems impossible at 

first sight.

* Most problems can be 
found in education. What are 
you going to do about that?

Jelena Jovanović, MP in the Provincial Assembly  
and Dušan Radul, Acting Director of the Roma Inclusion Office
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I believe that education is a 
life long process and I personally 
confirm such an attitude. That is 
why I think that changes in this fi-
eld start from strategic decisions 
at the state level and from each 
family as well. I do not say from 
and individual because I think that 
the support of family is exceptio-

nally important / for both roma 
community and for all others. I 
have always had the support from 
my family and I am eternally gra-

teful to them fro that because I 
know that I could not do even a 
half of what I did without them.

Moreover, I know that circum-

stances that roma live in the city 
and in smaller communities differ. 
social environments that children 
grow up in are different but the 
needs are the same - to live a di-
gnified life. such a result is impos-
sible to achieve without educati-
on, but also without employment. 
One cannot exist without another. 
That is why I firmly believe that 
mentorship work with roma com-

munity is truly necessary. There 
are programmes of scholarships 
for roma students. However, due 
to affirmative measures, they 
enrol schools and faculties, get 
scholarships and regretfully, due 
to a difficult financial situation 
they spend the financial aid they 
get on basic needs and terminate 
their education. For example, eve-

ry year 40 roma students on the 
average enrol diverse faculties, 
but you will find almost no one at 
the second year already. They lea-

ve, abandon, and give up for ever. 
Hence, my proposal to the roma 
Inclusion Office and Council for 
roma Integration will be to create 
mentorship programme to work 
with students. It is necessary to 

motivate them continuously and 
prevent them from leaving their 
studies. Furthermore, it is impor-
tant that they get employment in 
appropriate professions after they 
graduate. That is the only way for 
roma community to move for-
ward. It may seem irrelevant at 
first sight, but housing issues of 
roma in isolated roma settle-

ments is also a big problem. There 
are 156 of such settlements in 
Vojvodina. They are separated 
again. Municipalities do recognise 
these problems now and as an 
example of their struggle for roma 
issues is participation at open calls 
for resolving of housing problems. 
Bačka Palanka, Vrbas, Odžaci, 
stara Pazova, sečanj, sombor, 
Žabalj, Pančevo, Kovin, and Novi 
Bečej have already shown readi-
ness to embark resolving of roma 
issues but I am certain that there 
are a lot of things to do in other 
communities in Vojvodina as well. 

* What are your plans for 
the future? 

Throughout my entire life, I 
have dreamt and worked to be 
better than I used to be. That is 
why I will definitely, beside my 
work in the Provincial Assembly, 
continue my education, which at 
this point means enrolling at PhD 
studies. In addition, fighting for 
the improvement of life of roma 
and preservation of identity of 
roma community is my life missi-
on. I am certain that I will devote 
special attention to preservation 
of our mother tongue, romani 
language, with the aim to see 
romani language accepted as the 
language in official use in the lar-
gest possible number of munici-
palities. That was one of the initi-

atives of the National Council for 
roma at the meeting we had with 
the President of the Provincial 
Government and I am happy be-

cause he recognised the signifi-
cance of that issue and expressed 
his readiness to extend undivided 
support to improvement of the 
status of roma, as well as all 
other communities living in 
Vojvodina.

* Your message to young 
Roma men and women who are 
currently in the process of edu-

cation? 

education, learning and per-
sonal development are the only 
“recipe” for success. There is no 
progress and no dignified life or 
good environment without that – 
for our community and all mem-

bers of the society we live in. 
Very often at meetings dedicated 
to education I quote the sentence 
of “romani Vuk Karadžić“, late 
Trifun Dimić – education is the 
only way to exit poverty and mi-
sery – and I am certain this is an 
absolute truth, for these and all 
times. I also believe it is true we 
all have the obligation and duty 
to our homeland, just as it has to-

wards us. This is what I felt most 
strongly when I got the offer to 
continue master studies in Lisbon. 
At first sight – fulfilment of great 
desire, but a moment later – the 
awareness that I am needed here; 
that I do have what to offer and 
that I can and should build a part 
of myself into the struggle for the 
society I have always wanted, as 
repayment of debt to all our an-

cestors and legacy to all our 
heirs.

Aleksandra Mićić
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* Could you please present 
your previous work and issues 
you are particularly proud of? 

since 2009, I have been the 
Director of roma Inclusion Office 
in Žabalj Municipality. This is the 
first and only Office in the territo-

ry of the Autonomous Province of 
Vojvodina that has been establis-

hed at a local level. Important 
steps forward have been made wi-
thin the last 7 years during which I 
was the Director of the Office, all 
thanks to good co-operation with 
the competent authorities in the 
Municipality and international hu-

manitarian orga ni sations. In the 
Municipality of Žabalj, we provi-

ded free transport for all seconda-

ry school pupils, school accessori-
es for primary school pupils and 
free summer vacations for the 
best pupils some of whom are 
members of roma national com-

munity. With the assistance of 
ecumenical Huma nitarian Orga-
nisation, we completed the pro-

Dušan Radul, acting director of the Roma Inclusion Office

DušAN RADuL, NEwLy APPOINTED DIREcTOR  
OF ThE ROmA INcLuSION OFFIcE
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ject of construction, and exten-

ding of road network in roma 

settlements, construction of 75 

bathrooms for 75 roma families in 

a local community of Đurđevo, and 

100 fully equipped bathrooms for 

100 roma families in the territory 

of local community Čurug. 

Although there are still a lot of 

things to do in Žabalj, I am parti-

cularly proud because a large 
number of children attends school 
regularly and because better hou-

sing conditions have been provi-
ded for them.

* It has been a month since 
you were appointed the acting 
Director of the Roma Inclusion 
Office. What are your plans for 
the future?

I will continue the activities 
that have been launched and I will 
try to improve them in all the fie-

lds defined by the statute of the 
roma Inclusion Office and the 
strategy for social Inclusion of 
roma in the republic of serbia.

* What areas of Roma 
Decade have recorded the best 
and what areas have recorded 
the worst results? What are you 
going to do regarding that?

I think that most has been 
done in the filed of education sin-

ce the number of roma children in 
primary education has increased 
and Affirmative measure for enrol-
ment of pupils and students of 
roma nationality in secondary 
schools and faculties have been 
enacted. The least has been done 
in the field of housing due to com-

plexity of the problem that is con-

ditioned primarily by the lack of 
urban-planning documentation for 
roma settlements, unregulated 
property-legal status of land plots 
and buildings, as well as by poor 
quality of the existing buildings.

* Which are the largest pro-

blems that Roma population is 
facing? 

roma in Vojvodina are still in 
an unfavourable social and econo-

mic position and some of the lar-
gest problems include unemplo-

yment, obtaining of personal 

documents, discrimination towards 
roma population, both institutional 
and the one coming from the majo-

rity population. roma are still the 
most unprivileged social group sin-

ce only one third of roma populati-
on capable of working participates 
in the labour market in serbia. Only 
a small percentage of roma com-

pleted secondary schools and one 
fifth of them are illiterate. More 
than 60 percents of roma are wi-
thout any regular income while 
more than a half of space they live 
in is considered the accommodation 
in case of emergency.

* What do you think about 
your co-operation with local self-
-governments and are they ready 
to co-operate and resolve the ur-
gent issues of Roma community?

Considering the fact that I 
have been appointed the acting 
Director of the roma Inclusion 
Office only a month ago, I can say 
that the establishing of co-operati-
on with local self-governments is 
in progress. Local self-gover-
nments that I have contacted so 
far expressed their readiness to 
participate in resolving of urgent 
issues pressing roma national 
community members.

* Message to Roma national 
community members. 

Although I know that majority 
is not satisfied with their status 
and their life is difficult, they sho-

uld find strength within themsel-
ves, fight for a better tomorrow 
and as an institution, we are here 
to help them. I believe that this is 
the only way we can contribute to 
the improvement of our status and 
the entire community. 

Aleksandra Mićić
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Participants at the meeting

Igor Mirović, President of 
the Provincial Government had 
the meeting with the delegati-
on of the National Council of 
roma National Minority in 
serbia composed of Vitomir 
Mihajlović, President and 
Jelena Jovanović, MP of 
Vojvodina Parliament.

During the discussion, 
President Mirović emphasised 
that Provincial Government will 
dedicate special commitment 

to issues contributing to ac-

complishing of the best possible 
status of roma national minori-
ty, as well as all other national 
communities living in Vojvodina 
that made, as he said, one of 
the foundation pillars of stabili-
ty of our society.

On the other hand, Vitomir 
Mihajlović pointed out that 
strategy for social Inclusion of 
roma Men and Women in serbia 
from 2016 to 2025, which had 

been passed by the Government 
of the republic of serbia, offe-

red the best solutions in the 
key four fields – education, ho-

using, employment and health 
and social protection. He also 
thanked the AP Vojvodina whi-
ch was, according to him, the 
leader in resolving of issues re-

garding the status of national 
minorities.

www.vojvodina.gov.rs

SuPPORT TO ImPROVEmENT OF ThE STATuS OF ROmA
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The Provincial Council for 
roma Integration held its first 
session since its composition 
changed and the President of the 
Provincial Government, Igor 
Mirović was present at the begin-

ning. Jelena Jovanović, a member 
of the Assembly of the AP 
Vojvodina, Tamara Mohači, 
Assistant in the Provincial 
secretariat for social Policy, 
Demography and Gender equality, 
and Dušan radul, Director of the 
roma Inclusion Office also atten-

ded the session of the Provincial 
Council for roma Integration.

The Council discussed the is-
sues of implementation of affir-
mative measures to enrolment of 
roma in secondary school and at 
faculties, introducing of romani 
language with the elements of 

national culture as elective su-

bject in primary schools in the 
territory of the AP Vojvodina and 
inclusion of roma pupils into the 
application process for scholar-
ships and accommodation in stu-

dents’ campuses. The Council 
proposed at this session the mea-

sures to resolve and overcome 
the difficulties in the above-men-

tioned fields.
www.vojvodina.gov.rs

Igor Mirović, President of the Provincial Government, Jelena Jovanović, MP of the Provincial 
Assembly and Dušan Radul, director of the Roma Inclusion Office

SESSION OF ThE PROVINcIAL cOuNcIL  
FOR ROmA INTEGRATION
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* How long have you been 
acting as Roma co-ordinator in 
the Municipality of Odžaci?

I have worked as roma co-or-
dinator in the municipality of 
Odžaci since 2010 and this positi-
on is systematised.

* Are there funds in the mu-

nicipal budget allocated specifi-
cally for fulfilment of the plans 
for Roma? 

Municipality of Odžaci is one 
of rare municipalities in the AP 
Vojvodina with four action plans 

in the fields of education, emplo-

yment, health care and housing, 
as well as the annual financial 
plan. There are funds in the bud-

get allocated for action plans.

* Tell us something about 
the activities in the field of 
Roma Decade in the territory of 
Municipality of Odžaci in educa-

tion, employment, housing, he-

alth care, human rights.

It is true that quite a lot has 
been done in the above-mentio-

ned fields in the Municipality of 
Odžaci. The biggest success was 
achieved in the field of housing. 
Legalisation of the roma settle-

ment in Deronje called “Čerga” is 
the example for that. The low-

-voltage electricity network has 
been reconstructed and the set-

At the Roma settlement

LEGALISED ROmA SETTLEmENT 
 IN THE MUNICIPALITY OF ODŽACI

Municipality of Odžaci

Municipality of Odžaci is located in the western part of 
Bačka, on the left bank of the Danube in the length of 9.5 kilome-

tres. It is a part of the territory of the West Bačka District in the 
AP Vojvodina. It is surrounded with municipalities of Apatin, 
sombor, Kula, Vrbas, Bačka Palanka and Bač, and it borders with 
the republic of Croatia on the Danube. The territory of 
Municipality of Odžaci covers the area of 41,115.89 ha and accor-
ding to its surface, it is a smaller municipality in the territory of 
Vojvodina. According to the results of the Census from 2011, the 
Municipality of Odžaci has 30,196 inhabitants, namely 5,386 less 
compared to the Census from 2002.

* Interview with Andrija Djurić, co-ordinator for Roma issues in the Municipality of Odžaci
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tlement was connected onto it. 
Water supply network was built in 
the length of 240 m. In addition, 
96 bathrooms were built in hou-

ses of roma families in the 
Municipality of Odžaci.

When it comes to education, 
the measures set forth by the 
Local Action Plan (LAP) have 
been implemented within the 
last five years, which include free 
meal for roma children and pur-
chase of schoolbooks for children 
who attend primary school. Once 
a year we publish an open call for 
cash compensations – incentives 
for secondary school pupils, ta-

lented roma children, as well as 
for students of roma nationality.

Within a part of LAP related 
to health care, we produce health 
care and personal IDs and we co-

-finance medications (those on 
the positive list).

* How do you get informati-
on you need in your work? How 
do you improve your knowledge?

I obtain the Information I 
need to apply at certain open 

calls via the Internet, as well as 
in co-operation with colleagues 
from other municipalities.

* How does your typical 
workday look like? 

A workday of any co-ordina-

tor is very strenuous and diffi-
cult. I spend my entire work 
time with people of roma nati-
onality.

* What problems are you fa-

cing in your work? 
There are many difficulties 

in work. However, the global 
problem is a large number of 
applications for some kind of 
assistance and impossibility to 
resolve all the problems positi-
vely.

* Could you tell us what you 
are particularly proud of in your 
work and what you consider 
your biggest success?

Legalisation of the roma set-
tlement and building of 96 
bathrooms in the territory of 
Municipality of Odžaci are some 
of the biggest successes of the 
Office for roma Issues.

* What is your message to 
your Roma fellow-citizens? 

The message would be that 
all the problems could be resol-
ved only through education. It 
will help them to get out of the 
enchanted circle of poverty.

Ljiljana Maričić

At the Roma settlement
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suzana Paunović, Director of 
the Office for Human and 
Minority rights of the Govern-
ment of the republic of serbia 
declared in Belgrade on July 19th 
that setting up of the mechanism 
of co-ordination meetings provi-
ded for important support to the 
process of improvement of the 
status of roma in serbia.

At the third co-ordination 
meeting on projects designated 
to roma inclusion Paunović 
explained that the mechanism 
included regular exchange of in-

formation on completed and 
planned activities.

In that way, as she said, all 
the relevant project beneficiari-

es, donors and teams for their 
implementation could contribute 
to more efficient fund utilisati-
on.

The co-ordination meetings 
mechanism has been set up in 
partnership by the european 
Integrations Office, Team for 

social Inclusion and Poverty 
reduction and Office for Human 
and Minority rights, emphasised 
Paunović.

According to her, such me-

chanisms are important to redu-

ce the risk of wasting the effects 
of individual initiatives of by na-

tional institutions and internatio-

nal donors’ resources on roma 
status enhancing.

Moreover, as she estimated, 
they were vital to overcome pro-

blems and slowdowns in imple-

mentation of individual projects 
designated to roma status im-

provement that could possibly 
jeopardise further use of donors’ 
assistance to our country.

Paunović said that having 
adopted the strategy for social 
Inclusion of roma Men and 
Women until 2025, the Go vern-
ment showed its commitment to 
continue with the efforts in the 
fields of protection and roma 
status enhancing. she added that 

the results of such meetings co-

uld contribute to follow up the 
accomplishments in implementa-

tion of that strategic document 
in a clear and measurable way.

Together with the european 
Commission the Government of 
serbia has been organising regu-

larly since June 2013 the semi-
nars dedicated to social inclusi-
on of roma and monitoring 
progress in their inclusion, said 
Paunović. Furthermore, as she 
added, our country was repor-
ting regularly to the european 
Commission on implementation 
of conclusions agreed at those 
seminars. The fact that these 
conclusions were integrated in 
the Action Plan for negotiating 
Chapter 23 spoke about the si-
gnificance attributed to the se-

minars  by the european 
Commission, she emphasised and 
added that obligations until 2017 
were harmonised by the operati-
onal conclusions.

The Office for Human and 
Minority rights and Team for 
social Inclusion and Poverty 
reduction provide support in mo-

nitoring of operational conclusi-
ons implementation, as well as in 
preparation of annual reports on 

cONTINuING wORK OF ThE GOVERNmENT  
ON ROmA STATuS ImPROVEmENT 
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implementation of the strategy 
and its Action Plan.

The implementation of the 
conclusions affects directly the 
enhancing of quality of life of 
roma nationals in the 
fields of health, edu-

cat ion,  hou s ing, 
employment and soci-
al protection.

such a task requi-
res full commitment 
and co-ordination of 
all relevant bodies and 
institutions from nati-
onal to local level, and 
co-operation with the 
international commu-

nity, civil sector and 
media.

The database for 
roma inclusion pro-

cess monitoring was 
set up in co-operation 
with the republic 
statistical Office within the 
“european support for roma 
Inclusion” IPA 2012 Project.

The information and bases 
will affect the creating of policies 

of national and local institutions, 
as well as passing of strategic de-

cisions by the donors. entering of 
data into bases will enable all lo-

cal self-government to provide 

better visibility of results, plans 
and needs of roma community at 
a local level.

During the meeting, project 
teams’ members presented the 

overview of results achieved in 
projects dedicated to roma in-

clusion and they talked about 
setting up of mechanisms and 
procedures with the assistance 

of projects.
The meeting was 

attended by members 
of project teams of the 
largest projects dedi-
cated to roma status 
improvement and their 
beneficiaries, repre-

sentatives of the rele-

vant Ministries, depart-
ments and agencies. 
represen–tatives of the 
City of Belgrade, eU 
Delegation to serbia, 
OsCe Mission to serbia, 
UN Office for Project 
ser v ices,  swe  d ish 
Agency for Inter na-
tional Development Co-
operation, UNICeF, 

ePTIse and others also participa-

ted at the meeting. 

www.srbija.gov.rs
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Miodrag Poledica, State Secretary of the Ministry of Construction, 
Transport and Infrastructure

mEETING ABOuT ThE AcTION PLAN  
FOR mORE EFFIcIENT ROmA INTEGRATION

These are the main conclu-

sions of the meeting chaired by 
Miodrag  Poledica,  state 

secretary of the Ministry of 
Construction, Transport and 
Infrastructure on behalf of Prof. 

Zorana Mihajlović, PhD, Vice-
President of the republic 
Government. It was agreed at 
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the meeting that an expert 
Working Group should be esta-

blished in the first phase in or-
der to harmonise the text of the 
Action Plan with the text of the 

adopted strategy for social 
Inclusion of roma Men and 
Women.

Pursuant to the Decision of 
the Government of serbia, Prof. 

Zorana Mihajlović, PhD, Vice-
President of the republic 
Government co-ordinates the 
activities of state institutions 
designated to efficient imple-

mentation of social inclusion of 
roma Men and Women that shall 
be ensured via the implementa-

tion of the Action Plan.
Action Plan for implementa-

tion of the strategy for social 
Inclusion of roma Men and 
Women in the republic of serbia 
for the period from 2016 to 2025 
should define clearly the activi-
ties, deadlines, sources of fun-

ding, as well as responsibilities 
of the relevant institutions that 
are going to participate in imple-

mentation of the strategy. This 
will provide for institutional ca-

pacities aiming at improvement 
of life of roma Men and Women 
in the republic of serbia.

The meeting was attended 
by Nenad Ivanišević, state 
secretary in the Ministry of 
Labour,  employment and 
Veterans’ and social Affairs, 
suzana Paunović, Director of the 
Office for Human and Minority 
rights, Ivan sekulović, Manager 
of the Team for social Inclusion 
and Poverty reduction and Orhan 
Usein, leader of the Action Plan 
for roma Inclusion of the Council 
for regional Co-operation.  

Source: www.mgsi.gov.rs

Government Institutions

Participants at the meeting
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* Has the Roma 
Decade brought pro-

gress to Roma in 
Serbia? 

This question is 
not easy to answer. 
Progress achieved de-

pends on whose per-
spective we are loo-

king at it. Little has 
changed to better from 
the perspective of the 
poorest inhabitants of 
roma “mahala“. Their 
families still live in un-

legalised settlements, 
with no property right 
over their houses, in 
unhygienic living con-

ditions with only some 
opportunities to satisfy 
their basic existential 
needs with their work. 
The conditions for edu-

cation of their children 
are more favourable, 

but education is a long-term and 
uncertain process and invest-
ments into it do not guarantee 

social mobility as the result whe-

re future generations are going to 
have a better life. The Decade 

brought only the unful-
filled expectations to 
them.

From the perspec-
tive of roma leaders, 
the Decade is one of 
the most prosperous 
periods in a recent 
roma history. It has 
placed the roma que-

stion at a high position 
on the social – political 
agenda of serbia, con-

tributed to the deve-

lopment of roma poli-
cies and attracted 
attention of national 
and international insti-
tutions.

However, the state 
believes it has done 
even more than it was 
realistic t expect in the 
conditions of economic 
crisis in the period of 
transition and reforms 

A wORD ABOuT ROmA

* Interview with Jadranka Stojanović (Open Society Foundation) from the book by 
Zoran Tairović, A Word About Roma 

Jadranka Stojanović
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it implements in all spheres of 
public life. experts agree that 
there are steps forward but that 
the offered solutions have only 
scratched the depth of the pro-

blem and that essential change to 
betterment of roma community 
requires much more radical and 
faster interventions.

* What have we achieved wi-
thin the last ten years? 

Within the last ten years, 
roma issue has been considered 
from the perspective of overco-

ming the consequences of long-

-term extreme poverty, margina-

lisation and isolation of roma 
community, as well as providing 
of conditions for exercising basic 
individual and collective rights. 
Hence, roma issue has been pri-
marily the social and human ri-
ghts issue. This is where certain 
progress with measurable indica-

tors has been more or less made.
Thanks primarily to the civil 

society activities, roma issue has 
become the political issue as 
well. roma status points to a le-

vel of society's democratisation, 
first of all through their participa-

tion in making decisions that af-
fect the future of the community 
itself. This is where the maximum 
has been achieved since roma re-

presentatives, and I think prima-

rily of civil society organisations 
and National Council of roma na-

tional community, have become a 
corrective factor of institutional 
action and voice of the communi-
ty in advocating its interests. On 
the other hand, european Union 
set the roma status improvement 
as one of important requirements 
in serbia's european integrations 
process and thus provided for full 

responsibility of state institutions 
for implementation of obligations 
arising from that process that 
were undertaken.

Are there questions that the 
Decade did not raise?

There are two aspects that 
roma issue has not covered at all. 
The first implies that roma issue 
is the issue of development of a 
society striving towards the soci-
ety of economic well-being. This 
means investing into roma so that 
they get educated and acquire 
knowledge and skills making them 
more competitive at the labour 
market and enabling them to con-

tribute to the society's deve-

lopment and prosperity together 
with others. regretfully, roma 
are currently still seen as social 
expenditure to which most social 
welfare is spent instead of inve-

sting into their progress in order 
to turn them into social capital 
and resource leading to progress 
of the society. roma issue is also 
not viewed as social issue in the 
context of social development to-

wards the society of social cohe-

sion where all social groups have 
equal position and build their re-

lationships on principles of mutu-

ality and solidarity. Ten years la-

ter, we see even regress in this 
field. roma used to be one of the 
communities towards which social 
distance was most emphasised; 
they were often exposed to pre-

judices, discrimination and racist 
provocations of right wing organi-
sations. Decade has generated 
new animosities towards roma 
community. Becoming more visi-
ble in all the more impoverished 
and frustrated society, fighting 
for limited resources, roma are 

seen by the majority and other 
communities as undeserved win-

ners at the expense of others. 
The entire neighbourhoods pro-

test in Belgrade against settling 
of roma into their neighbourho-

od. social change that will chan-

ge a picture about roma in public 
will be most difficult to accompli-
sh, primarily because the existing 
status is based on personal beli-
efs and attitudes. Personal attitu-

des affect the behaviour in a clas-
sroom, at the doctor's and in 
other public institutions where 
the invisible discrimination is in 
place as the most dangerous one 
since it is most difficult to eradi-
cate it.

However, serbia has not rai-
sed these issues yet at even more 
general plan. The issues of deve-

lopment and social cohesion will 
not be resolved through roma. As 
one of the least powerful commu-

nities over which social injustice 
is refracted most, roma are only 
the indicator of conditions in a 
society. When these two issues 
are raised in serbia and their re-

solving commences we will be 
able to say that social status of 
roma is finally resolved.

* Do these observations indi-
cate that Roma Decade failed to 
succeed?

No, despite these observati-
ons I believe that roma Decade 
was very successful. Ten years is 
a very short period to set up soci-
al processes that will resolve a 
neglected issue of long-term 
exclusion of roma from all the so-

cial life streams. However, within 
these ten years a firm basis was 
set that imposed permanently the 
roma issue as the subject of sys-
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tematic institutional concern. 
Within these ten years we have 
tested some ideas, made mista-

kes, and there have been slow 
downs and some progress. Most 
importantly, roma status impro-

vement has reached the quality 
of irreversible process that can 
only continue further and pro-

gress. That is where I would agree 
with roma leaders who claim that 
there has not been a single re-

form issue that has attracted 
equal attention of institutions as 
roma issue.

* Is Roma community up to 
the tasks set by Roma Decade?

Yes, more than anyone else. 
Let us not forget that roma com-

munity entered the awakening 
process before Decade had be-

gun. During the 1990s already, 
roma community passed from the 
state of folklore passivism into 
the state of activism. I do not re-

fer to folklore in pejorative sense 
but rather to the state of precon-

ception that roma community 
was in where folklore was the 
only space for freedom of action. 
During the 1990s and particularly 
in post-Milošević period, the que-

stions of living conditions, social 
justice, equality and responsibili-
ty were raised. roma Decade has 
merely become an instrument to 
find the collocutors who will re-

ply to these questions and be re-

sponsible to resolve them. The 
collocutor is the state that is re-

sponsible to ensure equal conditi-
ons for development and prospe-

rity to its citizens. Having joined 
the roma Decade the state un-

dertook the obligation to do so.
Decade has enabled roma 

community to identify problems it 

is facing, define its interest, say 
loudly everything it used to be si-
lent about, namely that roma are 
not the second ranked citizens, 
that they want to have no more 
but also not less than others and 
that they only want to be a little 
bit more equal in a society.

Decade has shown that things 
spoken loudly by roma have their 
consequences. Their demands af-
fect creating of policies, laws and 
introducing of new practices that 
are in a community's interest. It is 
not only the matter of roma af-
fecting the decision-making but 
also to participate in making of 
decisions affecting them. Within 
the last ten years, roma civil so-

ciety has become an important 
agent of changes of roma status, 
respected by national and inter-
national institutions and enjoying 
full confidence of their communi-
ty.

* We are at the end of Roma 
Decade. How do You see the per-
spectives of Roma community in 
future?

There is no doubt that inte-

gration processes will continue. 
At a faster or slower pace, more 
or less successfully, but the way 
forward is the only possibility. No 
questions are raised about 
anything that depends on institu-

tions. The evidence to that is a 
new roma Integration strategy 
2015-2025. You will say that mere 
documents are not the guarantee 
of implementation. At least that 
has been the case until now. 
However, I would agree with that 
only partly. The question is how 
much policies observe the relati-
on of projection of ideally desired 
status and optimum of possible. It 

seems that a previous strategy 
was more an expression of ideal 
than realistic. On the other hand, 
the requirements of european in-

tegrations obligate serbia to fulfil 
the guaranteed roma rights.

Is that enough? It is certainly 
not. It may seem paradoxical, but 
I think that future and quality of 
integration processes in future 
depend most on roma alone.

* Isn't Roma integration the 
responsibility of the state?

The state is certainly going to 
do what it has to. Integration pro-

cesses will continue, but in the 
environment of domination of 
majority culture. Whether roma 
will win in the struggle for positi-
on of culture in their integrations 
depends solely on them. 
Irrespective of positive measures, 
integration processes have carri-
ed an implicit message within the 
last ten years – that roma are pe-

ople with shortcomings and that 
it is necessary to work on their 
education, rehabilitation and so-

cialisation. I wonder whether 
roma Decade would have been 
more successful if integration 
processes observed the already 
existing social and cultural capital 
that the community disposes 
with. relying on strengths instead 
of weaknesses is a better guaran-

tee of motivation for changes, in 
particular those bringing about 
progress. roma community, just 
as all other communities, has the 
values that need to be the basis 
of its progress and integration. In 
the previous period, those value 
have been observed very little or 
not at all. This also refers to edu-

cation that should be the holder 
of cultural values. If you go to a 
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primary school in Niš, where pro-

bably all pupils are of roma nati-
onality today, there is nothing to 
show you that roma attend the 
school although it is in the closest 
vicinity of the largest roma set-
tlement with around 5,000 inha-

bitants. school environment looks 
the same as in any other school 
attended mainly by the majority 
population. There are no symbols 
or inscriptions that would repre-

sent the roma cultural milieu as 
the majority one in this case.

Integration brings the threat 
of assimilation. roma are only a 
step away from that threat. Let 
us not forget that during the 
1990s, and even today, many 
roma with university education 
do not declare themselves as such 
or they even hide their ethnic 
identity. roma Decade has brou-

ght dignity and pride to roma ori-
gin. That achievement should not 
be missed.

* What is the place of cultu-

re in Roma integration? 
Very important. The question 

before all the questions is whe-

ther the integration processes are 
violence over the culture. Over 
the culture of a community that 
has resisted a multi centennial 
persecution and excommunica-

ting and preserved its identity 
despite the fact, it has no cultu-

ral institutions of its own. One of 
the reasons for that is certainly 
the fact that roma community 
was closed, segregated and self-
-segregated.

Integration processes lead 
roma community out of isolation 
into a social space that is neces-
sary and favourable for its pro-

gress. That is the obligation and 

that is what the state and its in-

stitutions are doing. Culture is de-

finitely the dam against assimila-

tion. The extent to which 
integration will be based on cul-
tural values of roma community 
depends on roma alone. That is 
the issue roma community has 
not been dealing with within the 
last ten years. The latest studies 
show that not even roma them-

selves are interested in dealing 
actively with preservation of 
their culture and tradition. This is 
the priority issue that roma need 
to resolve through dialogue wi-
thin their own community. To de-

fine their cultural interest and 
establish their cultural instituti-
ons. On the one hand, they need 
to invest efforts to at least get rid 
of traditional harmful patterns, 
such as, for example, early marri-
ages preventing emancipation, in 
particular of roma Women, and, 
on the other hand, to re-affirm 
cultural values and develop them 
further. That is the road harmoni-
sing the imperative of inclusion in 
the society roma belong to and 
introducing of their specific cul-
tural values into it.

* In Your opinion, what is 
the basis of future of Roma inte-

gration?

re-affirmation of cultural va-

lues and preservation of cultural 
identity, without any doubts. It 
should be also based on the deve-

lopment of civil identity within a 
community and including into ac-
tions of other social groups with 
which roma share a joint, civil in-

terest. If we talk about the socie-

ty of social cohesion, it is neces-
sary for roma to make a step 
forward towards its development. 

roma are publicly seen exclusive-

ly as representing interests and 
talking about problems of their 
own community. Hence, exclusi-
vely through roma identity. such 
an approach was obviously neces-
sary at times when roma issue 
needed to be made visible. The 
future requires new approaches. 
Integration of roma in the society 
will be successfully completed 
when we see roma being repre-

sented through their other identi-
ties. If a roma teacher talks 
about education and not about 
education of roma alone, if roma 
talk about any problem in their 
city that affects all the citizens 
and not about the roma settle-

ment problems... roma leaders 
advocate employment of roma in 
public administration based on le-

gal provisions. Integration is going 
to be successful if roma are not 
getting employment only at posi-
tions of roma co-ordinators and 
experts in roma issues but also at 
positions requiring different kind 
of skills in the fields of economy, 
finances, education, ecology, se-

curity...

* What are the challenges of 
the Second Roma Decade? 

roma are faced with two 
challenges. One is linking with 
others and identifying shared civil 
interests, and the other is defi-
ning of their own social capital 
and re-affirmation of cultural va-

lues. However, this requires the 
change of paradigm. Both chal-
lenges require dialogue. In both 
cases, it needs to commence in a 
community.

Thank you.

Zoran Tairović
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REwARDS FOR mOST SuccESSFuL 
PuPILS OF ROmA NATIONAL cOmmuNITy

The reception for pupils of 
roma national community who 
completed the school year of 
2015/2016 with very good and 
excellent overall results was orga-

nised in a small Hal of the 
Municipal Administration Pančevo 
on Tuesday, July 19th, 2016.

Based on the Action Plan of 
the town of Pančevo for social in-

clusion of roma 2013-2016 the fun-

ds for the rewards for these pupils 
were allocated in the form of lump 
financial aid that amounts 750,000 
rsD in total this year, namely 
4,000 for each of 185 pupils – 157 
pupils of primary schools and 28 
pupils of secondary schools.

saša Pavlov, Mayor of Pančevo 
and Milenko Čučković, member of 
the Town Council responsible for 
labour, employment and social po-

licy, addressed the rewarded pu-

pils of primary and secondary 
schools and their parents.

The Mayor congratulated the 
pupils on the achieved results, 
commended their diligence and 
continuity in work and attitude to 
school chores and he told them to 
continue cherishing and improving 
those two qualities that were im-

portant during both their education 
and life in general. In the end, he 
wished them to continue accompli-
shing successes in their further de-

velopment upon the completion of 
their education also based on the 
results they had already achieved.

When it comes to soci-
al integration of roma, saša 
Pavlov said that in addition 
to a lump financial aid to 
pupils of roma national 
community for the accom-

plished very good and 
excellent results the town 
of Pančevo allocates funds 
for schoolbooks for all pri-
mary and secondary school 
pupils of roma national 
community.

The Mayor said that lo-

cal self-government was also 
working on implementation 
of projects to introduce 
romani language with the 
elements of national culture 
as optional school subject. 
The Provincial secretariat 
for education provides them 
support in that.

“We wish you a lot of 
success in work. Local ad-

ministration will provide 
schoolbooks for the next 
school year and it is your 
task to be diligent, work 
hard and be successful pu-

pils and good children”, said 
Milenko Čučković, member 
of the Town Council to the 
rewarded pupils.

Milenko Čučković said 
that within the Action Plan 
of the town of Pančevo for social 
integration of roma 2013-2016 and 
measures designated to roma, the 
town of Pančevo allocated 
6,900,000 rsD from this year’s 
budget. When it  comes to civil 
sector, 150,000 rsD of the alloca-

ted funds are designated to 

applying for personal documents, 
3 million rsD for education, pri-
marily for purchase of schoolbo-

oks, and 3 million rsD for the 
open call for roma associations in 
the field of integration.

pancevo.rs
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Rest assure that the Town of Pančevo appreciates your success and this is only a symbolic 

way for us to show that we follow up what you are doing and we wish to value that. As a town, 

Pančevo has been committed to inclusion since 2009 already and it allocates funds that are un-

neglectable in order to help in your integration in the society, said the Mayor. 
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According to the “Gypsy 
roma Traveller” magazine, one 
of the best British film and thea-

tre actors, sir Michael Caine was 
of romani origin. His full name is 

Maurice Joseph Micklewhite, and 
giving the first-born son his 
father’s name – Maurice, was a 
part of his family’s romani tradi-
tion.

He acted in more than hun-

dred movies and is a double 
Oscar winner – in 1987 (for 
Woody Allen’s film “Hannah and 
her sisters”) and in 2000 (for 

DOuBLE OScAR wINNER – mIchAEL cAINE
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“The Cider House rules”), when 
Queen elizabeth II knighted him 
as sir Maurice Micklewhite CBe.

Unlike his successful Holly-
wood and movie glamour perso-

na, his private life had a darker 
side. Life he has been living in 
the past years does not differ 
much from the one he used to 
live in his youth.

Poverty in youth

Michael Caine was born in 
south London. He lived in a poor 
working class family, his father 
used to sell fish at the market 
while his mother worked as a 
cleaner. They lived in a modest 
two-bedroom apartment.

Out of security reasons, they 
moved to a farm in Norfolk du-

ring the second World War.
On his return to London, 

Michael, at the time a 12-year 
old boy shows interest in film 
and theater. He visited the galle-

ry in the famous Old Vic Theater, 
played in school plays, and so-

metimes even directed them. He 
dropped out of school at 16 and 
worked various, mostly menial 
jobs until he was drafted into 
the Army and went to Korea. 
After leaving the Army, he atten-

ded evening classes of acting, 
which earned him his first job in 
the theater.

He took the name Michael 
Caine (Caine – after the movie 
The Caine Mutiny). He moved to 
London and occasionally got ro-

les in theater and movie plays. 
The turning point in his career 
was in 1963, when he got the 
role of lieutenant Bromhead in 
the film Zulu. After that he got 
the role of anti-hero in the spy 
thriller, The Ipcress File.

Following films should be hi-
ghlighted as the significant ones: 
Gambit, Funeral in Berlin, Billion 
Dollar Brain, Hurry Sundown by 
Otto Preminger, Woman Times 
Seven Vittorio De sica, The Wilby 
Conspiracy with sidney Poitier, 
The romantic Englishwoman with 
Glenda Jackson, The Man Who 
Would Be King with sean 
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On how to deal with stress, how he sees the wealth and luxury, the legendary Michael Caine an-

swers in an interview with the BBC:
“Being a movie star is one of the most stressful things that could happen to a man. That stress is 

simply unthinkable. And alcohol somewhat alleviates that stress, and, in some ways is less harmful 
than stress itself - stress will kill you sooner than alcohol! In the film industry, many are prone to al-
cohol; at least it used to be the case. Today, the actors do drugs - the younger generation takes cocai-
ne. It’s very easy, you can recognize when you are in their company – they are calm and quiet, and 
then go to the toilet. When they return, they do not close their mouth for hours. And all they say is 
extremely boring, even though they think it’s very interesting. Drugs are more dangerous than alcohol 
- in order to become an alcoholic, you need to drink for decades, while a drug addict can become one 
in just a few months. It is much easier to get off alcohol - I now only drink in the evening, a little wine 
with dinner, that’s all.”

“I found myself in a situation where I do not have to think about money at all. If I like something, 
I buy it. And when my wife asks me for the price, I do not know the answer. However it is likely I earn 
more than my mother: I have an apartment in London, a house in England, in the county of Surrey, 
and an apartment in Miami. I am not into cars - we have, I think, five cars – for the help, for shopping 
and the like. Personally, I do not drive - my driver takes me, in a small Lexus after which no one 
would ever turn. When I was younger, I was driving a Rolls Royce, but today that idea would not have 
occurred to me - that car are too striking in the world we live in. Though I still have a gold Rolex, you 
can see I am wearing a plain black plastic watch I do not need all that glitter anymore.

I do not want people looking at me. I do not want to arouse anyone’s curiosity. I just want to 
mind my own business. And even I ask myself, when I see a Rolls Royce: Who’s in it? When a man gets 
older, he does not need these things anymore to be sure of himself. I’m quite happy with myself and I 
have no need to impress anyone. I am a family man with a beautiful family. I recently got three gran-

dchildren who completely fascinate me. And when people ask me whether I intend to retire at the 
professional level - I answer them – you do not turn your back to films, but films do that to you.”
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Connery, Harry and Walter Go To 
New York, California Suite, The 
Swarm.

During the eighties, Michael 
Caine made 21 films out of whi-
ch the most significant ones 
were Dressed to kill by Brian de 
Palma, Victory by John Huston, 
The Hand by Oliver stone, 

Death Trap by sidney Lumet, 
Blame It on Rio by stanley 
Donen, The Holcroft Covenant 
by John Frankenheimer and 

Sweet Liberty by Alan Alda. 
Caine has also worked a lot on 
television. Out of that opus, 
mini-series Jack the Ripper, 20 
000 Leagues Under the Sea as 

well as the TV movie Mandela 
and de Klerk are among the 
most significant.

In the early nineties, he fo-

unded a production company 
M&M together with the producer 
Martin Bergman, and the same 
year, he published his autobio-

graphy entitled “What’s it all 
about?” 

Michael Caine has been 
nominated and awarded many 
times for his work. This year, 
Michael Caine decided to reti-
re. 

Aleksandra Mićić

“I do not have any more ambition left. All that I’ve been do-

ing so far was making films. I had an agenda with every movie I 
took. Either to get an Oscar or to make money. Those were the 
two main reasons why I made films. I got two Oscars and I have 
enough money. I’m ready to retire and will no longer be making 
films.” Said Caine.
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ThE KING OF ROmA muSIc 

When we say “the King of Roma music“ we cannot think of anyone else but Šaban 
Bajramović. This year we commemorate 80 years of his birth and eight years of his death 
and that was the reason to organise numerous events in his honour.

Bajramović was born in 
NIš, on April 16th, 1936. At the 
age of nineteen, he fled the 

army because of love and he 
was convicted to three years of 
prison at Goli Otok. since he 

declared at the Court-martial 
that no one could convict him 
as much as he could endure, 
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the punishment was increased 
to five and a half years. At Goli 
Otok, Šaban Bajramović foun-

ded the prison orchestra that 
played, among other things, 
jazz, Armstrong, sinatra, 
spanish and Mexican melodies. 
After the imprisonment at Goli 
Otok, he said that was his life 
university where he set up the 
way of thinking.

Having returned to Niš he 
sang in cultural-artistic society 
named after one of the roma na-

tional hero and when it 
changed its name to CAs 
“roma” he left to sing in 
inns and remote Bosnian 
mountainous places. He 
considered this name 
change as personal insult.

As he failed to find 
the publishing company 
in serbia, Šaban released 
his works in slovenia for 
the records Production 
Co m p any  o f  r T V 
Ljubljana. However, the 
contract he signed with 
them was extremely un-

favourable and he got 
very little money from 

two albums released in a huge 
number of copies.

He published his first record 
in 1964 under the title “A sunen 
romalen – Listen to Me People”. 
He released around 20 albums 
and 50 singles and he wrote and 
composed around 700 songs. The 

fact that his performance of the 
song “Djelem Djelem” was selec-
ted as an anthem of al rom aro-

und the world speaks about the 
quality of his songs.

For more than 20 years, he 
was leading the “Black Mamba” 
band with whom he toured half of 

the world. Nehru and 
Indira Ghandi invited him 
to India and he was pro-

claimed the King of the 
world roma music there.

In addition to music, 
this remarkable singer 
was also involved in ac-

ting. He played smaller 
roles  in  the f i lms 
Nedeljni ručak (Sunday 
Lunch), Andjeo čuvar 
(G u a rd i a n  A n g e l), 
Ciganska magija (Gypsy 
Magic), and Crna mačka 
beli mačor (Black Cat, 
White Cat). He died on 
June 8th, 2008.

“While I was at Goli 
Otok I did not even dream of 
being talented for music. 
There I learnt the tones and 
within six months, I develo-

ped an ear for music and le-

arnt how to play double 
bass. We played and sang 
awesome, as true professio-

nals. That was when my sin-

ging career started.”

Šaban Bajramović
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The eighth Mixer Festival is 
the largest regional review of cre-

ativity and innovations and it was 
held at the Belgrade quarter 
savamala for the fifth time from 
June 8th to 12th, 2016 under the 
slogan “sensitive society” being 
strongly painted with topics of 
gender equality and female crea-

tive work, social equality, open 
dialogue, multiculturalism and 
more efficient conflict resolving.

Ljiljana Maričić

On saturday, June 11th, the evening dedicated to Šaban 

Bajramović to commemorate 80 years of his birth and eight ye-

ars of his death was held at “Mixer Festival”. Ida Prester, better 

known as a frontwoman of Lollobrigida Band, who sang Šaban 

Bajramović’s songs, opened the evening. After that an American 

singer eva salina, who made a tribute album to Šaban 

Bajramović, sang with the “Black Mamba” band that Bajramović 

founded. sanja Vučić who represented serbia at this year’s 

eurovision song contest also participated in the programme, as 

well as opera singer Katarina Jovanović.
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”SASTO 5” SchOOL OF REPRESENTING
FOR mALE AND FEmALE ROmA STuDENTS

Within the roma 
Health scholarship 
P ro g r amme,  t he 
Association of roma 
students (Ars) from 
Novi sad organised 
“sasto 5“ school of 
representing at the 
Centre for economic-
Technological Deve-
lopment at Andrevlje.

The Project titled 
“Advanced programme 
of representing for fu-

ture roma health care 
professionals – towards 
the promising future“ 
is a part of the roma 
Health scholarship 
Program (rHsP), name-

ly programme of scho-

larships for roma men 

REF’s objectives and activities

The objective of the roma education Fund (reF) is to contribute redu-

cing the gap between the education results among roma and non-roma po-

pulation through strategies and programmes that provide support to quality 

education of roma, including desegregation of educational systems. The 

main objective of the roma education Fund is to provide support to crea-

ting and implementation of education strategies contributing to inclusion of 

roma in educational systems.

reF’s activities refer to four main field: subsidies are used to finance 

projects in demand that are in compliance with reF’s objectives and princi-

ples and approved by the Board; development of policy and technical su-

pport consist of research, development of strategies, learning activities and 

consulting services providing support to reF’s general objectives by helping 

projects and programmes to fulfil the set goals; communication and repre-

sentation are focused on policy reforms in creating of strategies and pro-

grammes; programme of wide spectrum scholarships (roma Memorial 

University scholarship Fund) is an open call for roma students.
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About the Association of Roma Students 

The Association of roma students was registered in the Federal Ministry of Justice in December 

2000. It was founded by a group of roma students when only 18 roma studied at the University of 

Novi sad.

The motive for self-organising of this small group was directed towards providing of a new and dif-

ferent culturological foundation as fundamental assumption for healthy integration of roma communi-

ty in the society. The mission of the Association of roma students is the improvement of roma status 

in the society through capacity building of roma community, representing roma interests and promo-

tion of different image and cultural identity of roma within the majority population and roma com-

munity itself.

The organisation has three permanent employees (executive Director, Programme Co-ordinator 

and Accountant), one of whom is a sociology professor and the other is philosopher. The organisation 

hires ten people based on Contract on the supply of services and most of them are roma students. 

eighteen members out of 46 are actively involved in project implementation and they work as volun-

teers.

and women of medical professi-
ons. The initiative for this project 
was launched by the roma 
education Fund (reF) and Open 
society Institute from Budapest. It 

has been carried out in romania, 
Bulgaria, serbia and Macedonia 
since 2010. 

According to Nenad Vladi-
savljev, the President of Asso-

ciation of roma students, the 
objective of the project is to pro-

vide for a larger number of roma 
medical professional through the 
support to students and seconda-
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ry school pupils of 
medical professions 
through: scholarship, 
mentored support 
and support to pre-

servation of cultural 
identity and connec-
tions with roma com-

munity.
every year, the 

school is organised 
by the Association of 
roma students. This 
year, it was organised 
from August 9th to 
12th, with 12 roma 
medical students at 
the Centre for eco-
nomic-Techno logical 
Development of the 
Autonomous Province of Vojvo-
dina at Andrevlje.

The topics dealt with include 
“Cultural Identity of roma Men 

and Women“, “specific Cha ra-
cteristics of Health of roma Men 
and Women“, “romani Language 
and Medicine“, “The role of 

roma Men and Women Inte-
llectuals“, “Active Job seeking 
skills“.

Aleksandra Mićić
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