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UVODNA REČ

Dragi čitaoci,

Pred vama je junski broj našeg mesečnika. Ovaj 
broj otvara rubrika Zapošljavanje u kojoj je pred-
stavljena Tatjana Jovanović, mlada Romkinja koja 
je dobila zaposlenje nakon srednje škole u Apoteci 
u Inđiji. 

U rubrici Stanovanje prikazujemo najuređenije 
romsko naselje u Apatinu i naselje Rupe u Rumi koje 
je njegova sušta suprotnost, a u rubrici Obrazovanje 
intervjuisali smo Dobrilu Pejin, koordinatorku pro-
jekta „Dečiji centar“.

U junu mesecu Kancelarija za inkluziju Roma 
održala je dva konsultativna sastanka vezana za 
izradu strateškog dokumenta Kancelarije za period 
2014–2017.

U Monoštoru smo prisustvovali treningu 
najmlađeg kriket kluba u Srbiji. Rubrika Kultura 
sastoji se od tri teksta, a izdvajamo tekst Borba pro-
tiv vetrenjača uticajnog romskog pesnika i borca za 
prava Roma, Jovana Bogdanovića.

O jedinom predsedniku neke države romskog 
porekla, govorili smo u rubrici Romi u svetu.

Obaveštavamo vas da, zahvaljujući Istra-
živačko-edukativnom centru i Visokoj školi strukov-
nih studija za obrazovanje vaspitača „Mihailo Palov“ 
iz Vršca, našu publikaciju možete pratiti i u elek-
tronskoj formi na adresi www.rec.org.rs/bilten/.
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Nikolić reminded that 
he had visited all munici-
palities in the North Bačka 
District, i.e. all the Roma 
settlements with a large 
number of Roma residents, 
so as to distribute humani-
tarian aid and stressed on 
this occasion that future 

activities of the Roma 
Inclusion Office, city admi-
nistration of Subotica, and 
other competent state and 
local institutions, shall pri-
marily be directed to the 
protection of citizens from 
the virus. When the situa-
tion finally settles down, 

Nikolić stated that the 
Office shall return to its 
basic activities, principally 
reflecting in the improve-
ment of the Roma commu-
nity position through edu-
cation, improvement of 
infrastructure in Roma 
settlements, especially 

A GREAT EXAMPLE OF POSITIVE TREATMENT
OF ROMA COMMUNITY IN SUBOTICA

Director of the Roma Inclusion Office, Miloš Nikolić, met Bogdan Laban, Mayor 
of Subotica, in order to talk about the plans and activities to be conducted in the 
2020 period, as well as about the plans of measures for protection of Roma settle-
ments from a possible second wave of the pandemic, caused by the coronavirus.
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local self-governments in 
Vojvodina, which according 
to him, shall ensure a long-
term progress for the Roma 
community.

- These are affirmative 
measures, which practica-
lly mean that if a company 
employing 100 people 
opens, five of them must 
be reserved for the Roma 
men or women, naturally 
with adequate qualificati-
ons. From that moment on, 
these people would not be 
the beneficiaries of social 
aid but instead taxpayers 
and this way they would 
become members of the 
society with equal rights. 
This is very important. We 
have made a big step in the 
field of education, and now 
in the fields of employ-
ment and housing – Nikolić 

stressed and said that the 
s t a t e ,  P r o v i n c i a l 
Government and all local 
s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t s  i n 
Vojvodina,  had been 
making significant steps 
ever since 2016 that brou-
ght progress for the Roma 
community.

Subotica has two coor-
dinators, five teaching 
assistants, three media-
tors, and a Local Action 
Plan adopted, which inclu-
des all needs of the Roma 
community,  to which 
Nikolić particularly than-
ked the mayor, Bogdan 
Laban.

A. M.

focusing on employment.
He also thanked the 

mayor Laban for the taken 
actions which had been 
directed to the improve-
ment of the Roma situa-
tion, i.e. to health protec-
t i o n  o f  t h e  Ro m a 
community in Subotica and 
said that the City of 
Subotica was the best 
example of excellent coo-
peration between the deci-
sion makers and the Roma 
community during the state 
of emergency.

Director of the Roma 
Inclusion Office emphasi-
sed that a great step had 
been made in the field of 
education, and now in the 
fields of employment and 
housing, with a major con-
tribution given by the 
Provincial Government and 



4 The Decade of Roma in AP Vojvodina

Miloš Nikolić says that the 
Roma Inclusion Office addre-
ssed the provincial Government 
in early April, i.e. PM Igor 
Mirović, appealing for alloca-
tion of humanitarian aid for 
the most endangered Roma 
families, in order to mitigate 
the consequences caused by 
the pandemic of contagious 
disease COVID-19.

- Provincial Government, 
and primarily Mr Igor Mirović, 
has shown readiness so many 
times now to help the Roma 
community when it was most 
needed. Responsibly and deci-
dedly, they reacted this time as 
well for which I am immensely 
grateful. This humanitarian aid 
will mean so much to Roma 
families, which are unable to 
work due to the state of emer-
gency causing them to lose 
their income, i.e. means of 
living – Nikolić stressed and 
added that humanitarian aid 
was distributed across majority 
of municipalities and towns 

throughout Vojvodina.
- What is most important at 

this moment is to save lives of 
our citizens. Provided that we 
respect the measures passed 
by the Government of the 
Republic of Serbia and the 
Headquarters for Emergency 
S i tuat ions  wh ich  have 
relentlessly been working, we 
will manage to avoid humanita-

rian catastrophe and preserve 
our doctors and other medical 
staff who are fighting day and 
night against this calamity 
called COVID-19. On behalf of 
my colleagues from the Office 
and all of my compatriots, I am 
thanking the medical workers 
for their vast commitment – 
Nikolić concluded.

A. M.

DISTRIBUTION OF HUMANITARIAN AID TO THE MOST
ENDANGERED ROMA FAMILIES IN VOJVODINA

During these hard times, when all the citizens of the Republic of Serbia are 
facing a very difficult period caused by the coronavirus, Roma community has found 
itself in the most difficult situation, due to the bad living conditions. Government 
of the AP of Vojvodina has ensured humanitarian aid provided from commodity 
reserves (6,000 parcels), distributed to the most endangered population in Vojvodina.
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Many ceremonies used to 
be practiced in the past 
times for the occasion of the 
International Romani Day, 
which was celebrated in 
various ways, in a large num-
ber of municipalities and 
cities throughout Serbia. We 
have stressed the obstacles 
which our fellow citizens 
have been facing on a daily 
basis, but also the positive 
examples of good practice, 
which are frequent thanks to 
the proper political tre-
atment of the Roma commu-
nity by the local, provincial 
and republic authorities.

I would use this opportu-
nity to thank the president of 
the Republic of Serbia, Mr 
Aleksandar Vučić, as well as 

all secretariats and the 
entire provincial government 
run by Mr Igor Mirović, for 
their great help and compre-
hensive cooperation, with 
particular appreciation of 
the activity to be implemen-
ted, where we shall provide 
humanitarian aid to the most 
endangered Roma families in 
the territory of Vojvodina, in 
the form of food and hygie-
nic products. 

We have managed to 
show from 2016 that we are 
able to do a lot with joint 
force. Roma Inclusion Office 
succeeded in increasing the 
number of bursaries for stu-
dents and secondary school 
pupils by implementing 
various measures. We increa-

sed the number of Roma peo-
ple with permanent employ-
ment, due to which we 
managed to reduce the num-
ber of young Roma persons 
leaving our country. We 
improved the position of the 
Roma community in socio-e-
conomic terms, which is not 
enough and we need to do a 
lot more. Therefore, imme-
diately after the end of the 
state of emergency, we shall 
propose packs of affirmative 
measures for employing 
Roma community members, 
to be adopted by the provin-
cial government.

I would also like to thank 
international organizations 
wanting to provide aid to the 
most endangered families 

PUBLIC ADDRESS OF MILOŠ NIKOLIĆ, DIRECTOR
OF THE ROMA INCLUSION OFFICE, FOR

THE OCCASION OF INTERNATIONAL ROMANI DAY

Romalen, kaj god te sen, lahčo tumaro đe, amaro đe, o ohtoto aprili.
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during these difficult times 
for the entire Roma commu-
nity. On behalf of my fellow 
nationals, I am sending great 
gratitude to GIZ, HELPU and 
REF.

Daily appreciation of 

Roma  I n c l u s i on 
Office director, Miloš 
Nikolić, said in his 

socio-political elite in our 
country, directed toward the 
Roma community, would 
have no sense unless we 
made effort to primarily 
appreciate ourselves, and 
then responsibly take our 

speech that 78 years 
have passed since fas-
cist hordes marched 

stance within the wider 
social community. The 
change into a better and bri-
ghter future of the Roma 
community needs to start 
from ourselves.

A. N.

down the Novi Sad 
streets bringing incon-
solable grief to the 

This 8 April, International Romani Day, should be remembered by the following words:
Today, we are comrades in fighting the biggest pandemic befalling this region. Divisions 

and renunciations should lose the centre of attention, since they cannot be eradicated. 
Therefore, I appeal to everyone to support and respect each other, since this is the only 
way we can survive as the unity which has been together for centuries.

This is actually the objective of celebrating the International Romani Day, especially in 
the moment when we are all endangered by the monster known as the coronavirus and 
when we are all absolutely equal. I am making a grand applause to all health workers and 
other professionals who are exposed to this danger on a daily basis while working on their 
job posts and hereby, I’m appealing to all citizens of the Republic of Serbia to stay home!

COMMEMORATION HELD OF THE NOVI SAD RAID VICTIMS

Central event as part of the 78th anniversary of Novi Sad Raid was 
held on the Raid Victims Bay by the Memorial “Family”. Present citizens 
were thereby addressed by Mayor of Novi Sad, Miloš Vučević, whereby 
liturgical prayer was held by His Grace Bishop Irinej of Bačka on behalf 
of the Serbian Orthodox Church, which was later followed by a liturgical 
prayer and sermon held by the Supreme Rabbi in Serbia Isak Asiel.
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city. Evil and fear 
roamed Novi Sad back 
then, fol lowed by 
silence, for such an 
i m m e n s e  c r i m e 
committed over inno-
cent population.

- In January 1942, 
Hungar ian fasc i s ts 
k i l l ed  and  th rew 
bodies of almost 4,500 
civilians into the fro-
zen Danube. We are 
all  obliged not to 
allow for such a fas-
cist evil to ever hap-
pen again bringing 
sorrow to thousands 
of families in Novi 
Sad, but also all across 
our country, which 
had been caused by 

someone’s hatred – 
Nikolić stated.

At the end of his 
address, Nikolić stre-
ssed that we may not 
a l l ow  fa sc i sm  to 
app roach  u s  and 
thrive. Therefore, we 
must teach future 
generations the values 
of anti-fascism loudly 
and clearly, they need 
to learn to appreciate 
peace,  the i r  ne i -
ghbours of different 
nation and confession, 
and that freedom is 
the greatest sanctity – 
emphasised Nikolić.

Mayor of Novi Sad, 
Miloš Vučević, said 
that unfortunately, 

we are unable to tra-
vel back in time, and 
therefore, today, we 
are counting smiles 
in s tead  o f  tears . 
Neither can we under-
stand, since there is 
no understanding for 
the evil which filled 
so many gruesome 
pages of not only our 
city’s history, but the 
history of the human 
kind; however, we 
must never allow our-
selves to forget – 
Mayor Vučević argued.

Wreaths were laid 
on behalf of the citi-
zens of Novi Sad by 
the representatives of 
the City of Novi Sad, 
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P r o v i n c i a l 
G o v e r n m e n t , 
Assembly of the AP of 
Vojvod ina,  Mat ica 
Ro m s k a ,  a n d  b y 
B ran i s l av  M i l ić  – 
Šumarev on behalf of 
the descendents of 

the Novi Sad Raid. 
After laying the wre-
aths by the Family 
Memoria l ,  another 
wreath was laid into 
the Danube from the 
ship, in the presence 
of a military priest. 

Wheat and cakes were 
served in organisation 
of the Kolo srpskih 
s e s t a r a/C i r c l e  o f 
Serbian sisters, while 
citizens of Novi Sad 
were invited to join 
commemoration by 
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Novi Sad Raid or Raid in southern Bačka in 1942 was the name of a mass liquidation 
of Serbs, Jews and Roma which was committed in January 1942 by the Hungarian 
authorities in the territory of occupied Bačka. The excuse for this action, officially 
described by the former Hungarian authorities as police raid, was the tendency to eli-
minate “undesired elements” from the territories affiliated to Hungary after the end 
of the April War. Between 3,000 and 4,000 people were killed in a month, and there-
fore, Novi Sad Raid represented the biggest slaughter in the territory of Vojvodina 
during the Second World War. Although the Hungarian Government made efforts during 
the wartime to dissociate from the crime, and even organised trials for the perpetra-
tors, retribution for the Novi Sad Raid is sometimes mentioned as one of the motifs for 
the so-called Massacre of Hungarians in Bačka, i.e. mass liquidations of the Hungarian 
ethnicity members committed by partisans in 1944/45. 

the cenotaph on the 
Nov i  S ad  Š t r and 
beach.

This year’s event 
“Ice-cold silence – 
memory of the Novi 
Sad Raid v ict ims” 
f i n i shed  on  24 th 
January by revealing a 
notice board dedica-
ted to Jelena Kon, in 
the Sonja Marinković 
S t .  a n d  b y  t h e 
“Zaveštanje/Legacy” 
film projection in the 
Grand Hall  of the 
Cultural Centre of 
Novi Sad.

A. M.
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JASENOVAC CONCENTRATION CAMP MEMORIAL DAY
ON USTASHA VICTIMS

Miloš Nikolić, director of 
the Roma Inclusion Office, 
addressed the public with a 
letter stating, inter alia, that 
we have no right to forget, 
since by forgetting we would 

renounce and turn our heads 
away from justice, freedom 
and our own existence. 

- On this day, we recall of 
viciously killed victims, in 
concentration camps all 

across former Yugoslavia, with 
special memory of the victims 
in the Sremska Mitrovica 
cemetery, or to be more pre-
cise 7,950 of them. They were 
respectable and honourable 
people. We shall make our 
efforts to cherish the 
memories of the Jasenovac 
victims, to protect them from 
oblivion with more strength 
and determination, and to 
pay our respect to them and 
to everything they represen-
ted. We owe this to innocent 
victims, but also to the des-
cendants and every year, we 
need to remind the world of 
the scales of monstrous cri-
mes committed in Jasenovac 
– argues Nikolić in his letter.

According to the first 
exhumations, performed by 
the state commission of the 
Federal National Republic of 
Yugoslavia, verified by the 
“Simon Vizental” Centre, it 
was deduced that 500,000 
Serbs, 120,000 Romani, 
32,000 Jews and tens of thou-
sands of anti-fascists of 
various nationalities were eli-
minated in Jasenovac concen-
tration camps.

Jasenovac concentration camp was the biggest death camp in the former NDH in the 
territory of occupied Yugoslavia during the Second World War. Ustasha killed hundreds 
of thousands of people, mostly Romani, Serbs and Jews in the biggest “death factory” 
in the Balkans during the Second World War, from summer 1941 until 30 April 1945.
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All across Europe, 9 May is celebrated as the Victory Day over Fascism and the 
European Day, as the memory of the end of the Second World War in Europe in 1945 
and the beginning of creation of the European Union (EU) that came five years 
later. This year, 75th anniversary after the end of the Second World War is celebra-
ted, as well as 69 years after starting the initiative to create today’s European 
Union. Victory Day over Fascism is celebrated on 9 May as the memory of the day 
when Nazi Germany signed its capitulation in 1945 in the Second World War.

With regard to the celebra-
tion of this very important his-
torical event, Miloš Nikolić, 
director of the Roma Inclusion 
Office, said the following:

- Second World War in the 
territory of the entire occupied 
Europe and Yugoslavia left 
behind itself tragic consequen-
ces of mass perishment of inno-
cent people, material destructi-
ons, civil conflicts, true 
anti-fascist fight and organised 
armed resistance, but also coo-

peration with occupational for-
ces. The idea of power, racial 
supremacy, oppression of one 
nation over another occurring in 
the beginning of the Second 
World War, gave its way to coo-
peration at the times of free-
dom and peace, and in accor-
dance with such choice, what 
ensued was the birth of the 
European Community. Humanity 
is today marking 75th anniver-
sary of victory over the greatest 
evil ever created by the human 

mind in history. Our ancestors 
gave their heroic contribution 
to this victory, proportionally 
much bigger than many other 
nations. We should be proud 
and preserve dignity of that 
memory. We must never forget 
the crimes committed during 
the Second World War and we 
owe to younger generations to 
talk about the scope of evil fas-
cism and Nazism brought to 
entire humanity – Nikolić said.

A.N.

Jasenovac concentration camp was the biggest concentration and death camp in the former 
Independent State of Croatia (NDH) in the territory of occupied Yugoslavia during the Second 
World War. It was formed in August 1941 in the suburbs of the Jasenovac town, and it was 
destroyed by Ustasha in April 1945 to hide their own crimes. “Jasenovac Labour Camp”, as called 
by the Croatian state administration, was the execution site for Serbs, Romani and Jews, of all 
ages, any gender, social, educational and other profiles, including communists, partisans, helpers 
and sympathisers of Serbs, Romani and Jews. The system of Jasenovac concentration camps was 
notorious for its barbaric methods and great number of victims. Jasenovac concentration camp 
was the first systematically built up camp complex in the territory of the Independent State of 
Croatia (NDH), the only one which had incessantly been working until the end of its existence, 
biggest in terms of the area it covered, the number of camp inmates it had and the number of 
victims killed in it. Not only men, but also women and children were referred to it.

CELEBRATION OF VICTORY DAY OVER FASCISM
AND EUROPEAN DAY

A. N.
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Miloš Nikolić, director of 
the Roma Inclusion Office, 
said that the Strategy is based 
on the existing strategic, legal 
and institutional resources – 
strategies and regulations 
governing certain issues asso-
ciated with the improvement 
of the Roma men and women 
position, but also on the 
commitment of the state to 
develop programmes of 
improvement of the Roma 
men and women position 
expressed in Operational con-
clusions from the seminar 
“Social Inclusion of Roma Men 
and Women in the Republic of 
Serbia” (for the period 2018-
2020) and the Draft Action 
Plan regarding the Chapter 
23. He also adds that the 
Action Plan as the most impor-
tant accompanying document 
of the national Strategy inten-
ded to improve the position of 
the Roma community, holds 
vital importance ensuring that 
all the measures and activi-
ties foreseen by the Strategy, 
would be realised on time and 

ACTION PLAN FOR IMPLEMENTING THE STRATEGY OF
SOCIAL INCLUSION OF ROMA MEN AND WOMEN IN

THE REPUBLIC OF SERBIA FOR THE PERIOD 2016-2025
HAS NOT ADOPTED YET

After closing the Panel Discussion on the Draft Action Plan for Implementing the 
Strategy for Social Inclusion of Roma Men and Women in the Republic of Serbia for the 
Period 2016-2025, this significant document has still not been adopted, from which it 
is expected to ensure an even better integration of the Roma community in Serbia.
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des possibilities and shows 
growing interest on a daily 
basis in resolving problems of 
the Roma community which 
have lasted for several deca-
des, which is followed by equ-
ally important expected invol-
vement of all civil society 
organisations primarily dea-
ling with the issues of the 
Roma community on local 
levels, and alongside the local 
institutions, their participa-
tion in this very serious pro-
cess of Roma community inte-
gration. However, unless the 
Action Plan is adopted at the 
earliest possible moment, I 
am afraid that the integration 
of the Roma community, 
which is following an ascen-
ding path over the course of 

several last years, will sta-
gnate and that we will not 
realise all activities stipulated 
by the national Strategy on 
time – Nikolić concluded.

Roma Inclusion Office, 
Office for Human and Minority 
Rights, Team for Social 
Inc lus ion  and Poverty 
Reduction Unit (SIPRU), com-
petent ministries in charge of 
public policies implementa-
tion as well as the local self-
government units’ authorities 
are, as pointed out by Nikolić, 
very visible and strong resour-
ces and should be used better 
in the comprehensive integra-
tion and realisation of the 
national Strategy for Roma 
Men and Women.

A. M.

METI KAMBERI – THE CITY OF PAIN

I am grateful for being 
given the chance to devote 
my life to helping other chil-
dren in need of help. That is 
my mission and my goal! To 
act as a parent they don’t 
have to these children, but 
also as a pedagogue and an 
educator ready to help them 
the same way my educators 
helped me. I would be happy 
if I could use this book to raise 
the awareness of other peo-
ple, to awaken humane and 
warm feelings in them which I 

believe exist in every person, 
embodied in the form of 
empathy toward other human 
beings. I hereby refer to com-
passion for abandoned chil-
dren, innocent souls without 
the opportunity to be born 
happy, to have parents, home, 
basic living conditions. By wri-
ting this autobiographic novel, 
which have erased numerous 
scars I carry in my soul with 
every page I finished writing, I 
have succeeded in helping 
myself, and hopefully I will 

help others too.
Through personal experi-

ence and harsh growing up 
which I have accepted and 
later realised were not tragic, 
but only a path I have been 
given to tread, I am realising 
by purpose and mission on 
planet Earth, which is spiri-
tual assistance to children. 
And not only to abandoned 
children, but also to the happy 
children whom I have helped 
to learn how to appreciate 
what they have, and that only 

smoothly.
 Nikolić stresses that one 

of the most important seg-
ments is definitely employ-
ment of the Roma community 
members and for this reason 
he has invited all units of local 
self-governments to actively 
participate in implementation 
and realisation of both Local 
Action Plans and all the docu-
ments on the national level. 
According to Nikolić, we can 
majorly help the Roma com-
munity and ensure permanent 
employment with certain exi-
stence, through foreseen 
employment measures; howe-
ver, without the assistance of 
local self-governments, this is 
unfeasible.

The state of Serbia provi-
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can only be done with great 
commitment and belief that I 
am not doing this only for 
myself, but also for all other 
children sharing the same des-

tiny as me. And not only for 
children, but also for all other 
misfortunate and lost people 
who are alone, just like these 
children, abandoned in their 
despair.

I lived in foster families
and in an orphanage

When I first entered the 
Orphanage, teacher Emilija 

Đ u r o v i ć 
appeared. 
She took 
me under 
her patron-
a g e  a n d 
taught me 
how to read 
and write. 
She was the 
s e c o n d 
mother to 
me .  She 
helped me 
endure all 
my pain and 
misfortunes 
I have lived 
through.

Learnt to 
read and 

write with 
the age
of 12

M a n y 
p e o p l e 
t r i ed  t o 
discourage 
me, but my 
s e c o n d 
m o t h e r , 
t e a c h e r 
E m i l i j a 
w o u l d 

always support me. It was 
very noisy in the Orphanage, 
so I wrote by night. In the 
middle of writing “The City of 
Pain” I had to leave the 
Orphanage since I turned 18.

by giving they can experience 
true joy and satisfaction. For 
this reason I believe university 
education will enable me to 
gain theoretical knowledge, 
which shall 
he l p  me 
become an 
e d u c a t e d 
social wor-
k e r . 
P r a c t i c a l 
knowledge I 
have expe-
rienced on 
my skin in 
c o m b i n a -
tion with 
higher edu-
c a t i o n , 
l e a r n i n g 
p e d a g o g y 
and psycho-
logy wi l l 
he l p  me 
u p g r a d e 
myself and I 
hope that I 
will be able 
to become 
nearly as 
good as my 
Emilija and 
M i l a n 
M i l e n o v i ć 
were. Fears 
and insecu-
r i t y  a r e 
i n t e g r a l 
parts of my 
life. And my 
dreams too. Every new day I 
am trying to run from this, but 
not by running away, but 
instead by investing superhu-
man efforts and immense 
work to ensure change. This 
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I wrote my first novel
with the age of 19

I was roaming the streets 
with my brother, begging and 
even stealing. Social workers 
took us away from our mother 
to a foster family, and with 
the age of 12 I went to the 
Orphanage. I was gambling, 
drinking, reaching the abyss 
of poverty and bad life, but 
somehow, I managed to fight 
my demons. I am still fighting 
every day. 

I worked as a construction 
worker by day, wrote

the novel by night

Later, I worked ten hours a 
day as a construction worker 
and wrote by night. I was wri-
ting my novel with blistery 
hands which started bleeding 

while I was writing it. I finished 
writing the book in eight 
months. I didn’t quit although 
I was fettered by almost eve-
ryone around me. I said to 
myself, if I don’t finish this, 
I’m gonna die. I’m not quit-
ting, ‘cause I’ve got a vision, 
I’ve got a goal!

I believe people are gene-
rally not aware how many 
abandoned children there are, 
and how appreciative they 
would be of any kind of help. 
And not only material help, a 
smile and kind words would be 

sufficient to them. That is 
what they miss the most, love, 
touch, care and some human 
warmth and compassion. The 
feeling that someone is thin-
king of them. Nobody can 
replace their parents, but they 
could do with a little love, 
which is what everyone needs. 

When you’re alone, poor and 
all by yourself without anyone 
yours, this can really hurt. A 
lot. That is the pain a want to 
suppress, and I seek to give 
that kind of consolation and 
hope to others. Hopefully, I 
will live long enough so that I 
could help the biggest number 
of children as possible. To take 
the most young souls as possi-
ble on the right path in intel-
lectual terms. I know I will be 
able to do this by setting my 
own example, just as I know 
how hungry I was while I was 
writing this novel. I think 
abandoned children will be 
able to understand and accept 
me as one of them in the best 
possible way. As someone who 
rose from the rock bottom and 
managed to publish a novel 
and get out of the slums, social 
abyss and devote personal life 
to them: children from the 
streets. I am convinced that 
this book shall change aware-
ness and the readers themsel-
ves, disregarding their age, 
social status, or skin colour. 
Once readers realise what the 
abandoned chi ldren go 
through, I would like to com-
pose an army of good people, 
who will actually understand 
how their personal problems 
are smaller when compared 
against the problems of chil-
dren without parental care. I 
think that my book shall act 
therapeutically on readers, 
and that they will become 
happier and better people 
through the very act of giving 
and helping others.

/metikamberi.com/
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would exclusively be taken the 
traditional perspective.

Definitely there is some 
esotery and mysticism in the 
story surrounding St. George or 
Juraj, a Christian saint cele-
brated on Đurđevdan within 
Christian mythology. Namely, 
history and mysticism are most 
certainly misinterpreted as one 
for another, especially in 
Orthodox Christians, where St. 
George is a rare saint with two 
holidays (the other is Đurđic 
celebrated in November), and 
therefore, the widely spread 
representation of George is the 
one where he slays a dragon 
with his sword.

There are not many people 
who glorify this saint and truly 
know the reason of his canoni-
sation – which lies in the fact 
that at one point he stepped 
before the Roman emperor 
Diocletian by himself during 
the persecution of early 
Christians, and declared him-
self as Christian, which led him 
to the dungeon and death. It is 

even less known that he was 
born by the end of the third 
century in Cappadocia, old 
Turkey, and that he spent his 
life in Palestine. All we most 
typically know about George is 
that he slayed the dragon who 
was eating children – this is 
what we have inherited from 
the original Georgian story 
which had changed so many 
times until it was finally writ-
ten down in 11th century.

What’s the connection 
between Đurđevdan, Edrelezi 

and the Roma?

Erdelezi is the oldest and 
most joyous holiday, and for 
many Roma people the biggest 
holiday during the entire calen-
dar year. The holiday is cele-
brated by all Roma, disregar-
ding whether they are 
Orthodox, Catholic Christians 
or followers of Islam. The Roma 
as nomads, as they are 
frequently called by the mem-
bers of other nationalities, 

Homogenisation is a very 
simple process where “everyo-
ne’s the same”, which is evi-
dent from the universal appro-
ach to the Đurđevdan topic, 
and what comes across as abso-
lutely shocking is that there is 
no different treatment of Roma 
holidays, especially in main-
stream media, except for the 
i l lus t rated one,  which 
somewhat explains the lack of 
a different experience of 
Đurđevdan celebration other 
than cornel, red rags and 
bathing in the river. You will 
not find an example of a Roma 
family in an urban setting cele-
brating Đurđevdan, especially 
the one belonging, for exam-
ple, to the middle class.

Homogenisation is such 
that even when media pay a 
visit to an urban neighbour-
hood in Belgrade, Kragujevac, 
Jagodina, Novi Sad or Subotica, 
you will see one thing, but the 
reporter will see another. What 
particularly worries is that if it 
was any other ethnicity, there 

ĐURĐEVDAN OR ERDELEZI, SIX CENTURIES
OLD ROMA TRADITION

Roma men and women have been sharing their living space with us for centu-
ries. However, it seems that customarily, it is easier to resort to old stereotypes 
than to break them, which is also the case with Đurđevdan and 6 May. Đurđevdan 
or Erdelezi, traditionally (also) belongs to Roma. It is true that it is a holiday wel-
coming spring. Where is the misconception usually created? The biggest mistake or 
stereotype is that this is exclusively a traditional Roma holiday, but it is not so.
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arrival of spring and finally 
Romani Erdelezi was identified 
as Đurđevdan.

Why is Erdelezi important 
for all the Roma?

What are the beliefs?

Preparations for Erdelezi/
Đurđevdan begin for Roma the 
day before the celebration of 
the holiday, on 5 May. This is 
when families prepare food 

and sweets. For some Roma, it 
is very important to have their 
river bathing, just before the 
sunrise, which is known as 
Đurđevdan Morning. They 
would throw wreaths of various 
flowers in the river, which you 
can find at that time of the 
year. Lamb holds an important 

place in celebrating the holi-
day. By sacrificing the lamb, 
which may not be older than a 
year, the families are saving 
themselves from their sins, and 
thus making the male children 
in their families healthier and 
more prosperous.

On this day, Roma dress 
themselves formally, put on 
some jewelry, they put on loud 
Rom music and dance to Rom 
folk dance kolo. They embellish 

their homes with flowers and 
twigs of lily of the valley and 
linden as the tokens of wel-
come to spring and their pro-
tector Erdelezi who, as they 
believe, had won the great evil 
(dragon) thereby saving all the 
children of the world.

A. N.

perceive the end of their tra-
velling when winter and snow 
come, and their “wheel will 
start rolling again” in spring, 
when warmer weather comes. 
The ancient and most signifi-
cant Roma holiday, Erdelezi, 
found its place and survived in 
symbiosis with celebrating a 
great Christian holiday – 
Đurđevdan, with the arrival of 
the Roma to the Balkans by the 
end of the 14th and beginning 

of the 15th century. Since the 
holiday is celebrated on 6 May, 
according to the Julian calen-
dar, and that this is the time 
when warmer weather arrives 
in the region along with more 
sunshine, this exactly is the 
holiday recognised as the sym-
bolic day of celebrating the 
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At the meeting held in Novi 
Sad, initiated by the Roma 
Inclusion Office director, Miloš 
Nikolić, with the representati-
ves of the Ministry of Labour 
and Social Policy, provincial 
secretariat for economy and 
tourism, as well as with the 
non-governmental organisations 
from Novi Sad, Subotica and 
Sombor, establishment of social 
companies has been proposed, 
as well as the establishment of 
a special agency to be coopera-
t ing with the National 
Employment Service, focusing 
its scope of activities on 
employment and self-employ-
ment of Roma men and women.

It is indisputable that the 
money from various pre-ac-
cession EU funds is available, 
says Miloš Nikolić, including 
numerous organisations such as 
German GIZ and HELP; howe-
ver, the Roma people lack ent-
repreneurial spirit and ideas 
which would lead them to star-
ting their own business. 
Continuous education of Roma 
men and women is required, 

according to Nikolić, and that is 
the reason why he called all 
competent institutions to orga-
nize training sessions in the 
forthcoming period on both 
local and regional levels, so 
that as many members of the 
Roma community as possible 
would recognize the impor-
tance and possibilities that ent-
repreneurship opens. 

As Nikolić emphasised for 
the magazine “Decade of Roma 
in the AP Vojvodina”, Roma ent-
repreneurs are additionally bur-
dened with the overall pro-
blems of entrepreneurs in 
Serbia – high taxes and fees. 
For this reason he said that he 
would try to initiate an affirma-
tive action through dialogues 
with the decision-makers, on 
local, provincial and national 
levels, based on the model of 
measures implemented in edu-
cation of Roma pupils and stu-
dents, and this way facilitate 
launch of entrepreneurship for 
those Roma people who will 
manage to meet the required 
conditions. It is necessary that 

IT IS URGENT TO CREATE BETTER CONDITIONS FOR ROMA 
COMMUNITY MEMBERS’ EMPLOYMENT

Despite various active employment measures conducted in the Republic of Serbia, 
current position of the Roma remains difficult. Even though many Roma men and 
women have been employed over the course of past two years, there is still a large 
number of Roma families without any family members with permanent employment.

the Republic of Serbia, but also 
international sponsors, ensure 
more finances for starting per-
sonal business and also that the 
state provides benefits which 
would ensure competitive posi-
tion of the Roma entrepreneurs 
on the market, stressed Nikolić 
who also added that it is one of 
the main methods of preventing 
mass migrations of the Roma 
community.

If we ensure adequate and 
well-paid jobs to people, if we 
provide scholarships for their 
children, I am positive that we 
will manage to drastically 
reduce the number of asylum 
seekers in the Western Europe 
countries which would end up 
with instantly visible results – 
Miloš Nikolić concluded.

A. M.
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As part of this cultural 
event, an art exhibition “Art 
ekspo” and Education Fair 
“Putokazi” were also organi-
sed. The event was marked 
by exclusive hosting of the 
British-American author, 
Tracy Chevalier, who was a 
Book Fair guest. 

Miloš Nikolić, director of 
the Roma Inclusion Office, 
participated in the opening 
ceremony of the Book Fair 
and said on this occasion that 
175 exhibitioners from eight 
countries shall present their 

publications including the 
events dedicated to literary 
and fine art and education, 
representing an increase by 
15 per cent more than last 
year. As for the representa-
tion of novelists or poets of 
Roma nationality, we can 
proudly say that year by year 
we are recording more and 
more authors who are using 
the Novi Sad Fair for promo-
ting their works and that 
they gladly answer our invi-
tations – Nikolić said.

More than 100 program-

mes have been planned as 
part of the “Laza Kostić 
Days”. Hosting of distingu-
ished domestic and foreign 
authors is expected, and the-
refore, sympathisers of writ-
ten words shall be given the 
opportunity to mingle with 
Goran Petrović ,  Mi loš 
Latinović, Nele Karajlić, 
Muharem Bazdulj, Uroš 
Petrović, Mirjana Bobić 
Mojsilović, Džamal Uarijaši, 
Borislav Čičovački, including 
many others.

A. N.

MILOŠ NIKOLIĆ AT THE OPENING OF THE BOOK FAIR IN NOVI SAD
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INITIATIVE STARTED FOR ESTABLISHING THE INSTITUTE
FOR ROMA MEN AND WOMEN

Miloš Nikolić, director of the Roma Inclusion Office, met Dragana Milošević in 
the Provincial government, the Provincial Secretary for Culture, Public Information 
and Relations with Religious Communities, with the central topic of the meeting 
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magazine in Romani and 
Serbian language to be pub-
lished once a month, followed 
by financial support of the 
provincial government and 
international sponsors.

- Showing other nations 
that Roma also have a very 
developed cultural identity is 
only possible through many 
events, greater showcasing of 
positive examples in the 
media and through direct 
socialising with other nations 

and ethnic groups – Nikolić 
emphasised.

Provincial government has 
truly done a lot since 2016 to 
improve and promote cultural 
heritage of the Roma commu-
nity. What is necessary to be 
presented and promoted in 
the future are actually young 
talents of the Roma commu-
nity in all fields of art throu-
ghout the country. We need 
to give our best to support 
talented people and help 

For the purpose of pre-
serving, cherishing, develo-
ping and publicly expressing 
cultural heritage, Nikolić 
focused attention of the pro-
vincial secretary for culture, 
on the necessity of ensuring 
better conditions for the exis-
ting cultural institutions, i.e. 
establishing the Institute for 
Culture of Roma Men and 
Women in the AP of Vojvodina, 
with the head office in Novi 
Sad, and promptly starting a 

being the initiative for establishing the Institute for Culture of Roma Men and 
Women in the territory of the AP of Vojvodina, as well as printing of a magazine 
issue in Romani and Serbian language to be published once a month.
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them thrive, and what I 
expect from the Provincial 
Secretariat for Culture, com-
petent ministry and other 
state and local institutions, is 
to join us along the way in 
order to create even better 
conditions for youth develop-
ment having a lot to show to 
their national community, but 
also to other surrounding 
nations. I have been working 
for a long time with children 
and youth as the violin tea-

cher and I know how many 
talented young people we 
have, who could return so 
much to the society with its 
small assistance – Nikolić said 
and added that by forming 
the Institute for Culture of 
Roma Men and Women, young 
talented people will be able 
to develop and achieve even 
better results.

Provincial secretary for 
culture, public information 
and relations with religious 

commun i t i e s ,  D ragana 
Milošević, supported the ini-
tiative of the Roma Inclusion 
Office and stated that she is 
going to organise a meeting in 
the forthcoming period within 
her sector to discuss suggesti-
ons and possibilities ensuring 
prompt establishment of the 
Institute for Culture of Roma 
Men and Women and printing 
of the new Roma Inclusion 
Office magazine issue.

A. N.
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Nikolić emphasised 
that culture is one of the 
most important, if not the 
most important characte-
ristic of humans and 
human society in general. 
As opposed to other nati-
ons and some national 
minorities in Serbia, Roma 
today have only few cultu-
ral institutions – Nikolić 
argues. He added that 
material and other bac-
kground for developing 
Roma culture, language 
and cultural life have not 
been sufficiently created 
yet, and that cultural and 
artistic societies are the 
only form and type of the 
Roma national minority 
cultural life which is the 
r e a s o n  w h y  m o r e 
investment in them is 
required.

For the purpose of pre-
serving, cherishing, deve-
loping and publicly expre-
ssing cultural heritage, 

Nikolić pointed out to the 
representatives of the 
provincial Secretariat for 
Culture, how important it 
is to provide better condi-
tions for the existing cul-
tural institutions and/or 
associations and also to 
work on establishing new 
institutions necessary for 
modern cultural creativity 
of the Roma. Showing 
other people that Roma 
have a very developed cul-
tural identity is only possi-
ble through numerous 
events, more frequent 
presenting of positive 
examples in the media and 
through direct socialisa-
tion with other nations 
and ethnicities – Nikolić 
stressed.

- Cultural events held 
across Serbia, within 
municipal and city pro-
jects, should include Roma 
associations since the 
opportunity for focusing 

attention on the impor-
tance of preserving cultu-
ral identity of the Roma 
commun i ty  i s  thus 
obtained. Supported by 
the provincial Government 
and Secretar iat  for 
Culture, Roma Inclusion 
Office is planning to orga-
nise one such event in 
Novi Sad very soon where 
it shall present a bountiful 
cultural heritage living in 
this area – Nikolić conclu-
ded.

A. M.

Miloš Nikolić, director of the Roma Inclusion Office, talked about the new 
methods of representing cultural content of the Roma community in Vojvodina at 
the meeting with the representatives of the Secretariat for Culture, Public 
Information and Religious Communities, held at the premises of the Roma Inclusion 
Office in Novi Sad, to be promptly promoted by the Office. There were also con-
versations about the possibilities of increasing the funds provided to associations 
as part of annual competitions, from the budget of the AP of Vojvodina.

IT IS NECESSARY TO INVEST MORE IN
ROMA NATIONAL MINORITY CULTURE
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from the Faculty of Law 
from Novi Sad, i.e. from its 
dean, to accept our idea 
and that the students, assi-
stants and professors shall 
come to Novi Sad once a 
week, or specifically to the 
Roma Inclusion Office in 
order to provide legal aid 
to the most endangered 
part of population.

Nikolić states that the 
Legal Clinic shall primarily 
deal  with protect ion 
against discrimination and 
property-law issues, since 
these two problems most 
commonly occur among 

the Roma population.
- Students and their 

professors shall have most 
work concerning protec-
tion of Roma men and 
women from discrimina-
tion on all grounds as well 
as concerning resolving 
p rope r t y - l aw  i s s ue s . 
Persons  with var ious 
requests regarding legal 
aid have approached us so 
far; however, majority of 
calls referred to the given 
two legal matters, and 
therefore, we have deci-
ded to launch our Legal 
Clinic – added Nikolić.

A. N.

Director of the Roma 
Inclusion Office, Mr Miloš 
Nikolić, spoke about these 
activities for the magazine 
“Decade of Roma in AP 
Vojvodina“ and said that 
the Office is currently 
negot iat ing with the 
Faculty of Law from Novi 
S a d  r e g a r d i n g  t h e 
establishment of a Legal 
Clinic department as part 
of this provincial institu-
tion.

- Negotiations began by 
the end of the last year, 
and have continued throu-
ghout this year. I expect 

One of the activities planned for 2020 to which a lot of attention has been 
devoted is definitely launch of the free of charge Legal Clinic to be functio-
ning within the Roma Inclusion Office. All socially endangered citizens shall be 
given the opportunity to talk to the Faculty of Law students, assistants and 
professors from Novi Sad once a week and express their legally related pro-
blems.

SOON FREE LEGAL AID AS PART OF ROMA
INCLUSION OFFICE
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The authorities are 
aware that the number of 
social protection benefici-
aries is rising, precisely 
since a large number of 
Roma has no permanent 
employment. Such situa-
tion has caused greater 
allocations from the 
republic and provincial 
budgets for this year, in 
accordance with the 
expressed needs. What 
brings personal joy to me 
is that we as the society 
are socio-democratically 
oriented and that the Law 
on Social Protection does 
recognise Roma families as 
the priority, contributed 
by the fact that a signifi-
cant number of financial 
beneficiaries are Roma 
nationals – Nikolić stated.

It is required that com-
petent institutions set 
implementation of the 
Law on Social Protection 
as the priority and ensure 
greater funds, especially 

for the field of social hou-
sing. Biggest issues arise in 
this segment – Nikolić mar-
ked. This several decades 
old issue cannot be resol-
ved over night, he added.

Roma have been facing 
the same problems over 
the last couple of deca-
des. Namely, Nikolić belie-
ves that services of social 
housing have been misin-
terpreted and that they 
have only been narrowed 

down to resolving housing 
issues. Roma families 
covered by the system of 
social protection are not 
adequately  informed 
about the role of a 
“domestic family”, which 
frequently leads to exce-
ssive expectations from 
the beneficiaries, Nikolić 
stresses and adds that the 
service of social housing is 
frequently unknown, and 
its significance and posi-

Due to the frequent problems faced by the Roma families in social need, 
primarily due to bad information on social housing, director of the Roma 
Inclusion Office, Miloš Nikolić, held a meeting yesterday with the representati-
ves of the Provincial Secretariat for Social Policy, Demography and Gender 
Equality.

SOCIAL HOUSING, ONE OF THE PROBLEMS OF
SOCIAL CARE TO BE DEALT WITH BY

THE OFFICE IN THE FORTHCOMING PERIOD
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tive effects have not been 
recognised.

What is concluded in 
the meeting is that the 
Roma Inclusion Office shall 
work hard on coordinating 
national and local social 
c a r e  i n s t i t u t i o n s . 
Moreover, attention was 
paid to the fact that cent-

res for social  work 
frequently have no suffici-
ent number of employees 
whose help is needed and 
that they are overburde-
ned with providing social 
services. Nikolić emphasi-
sed that it is needed to 
find the possibilities for 
employment of adequately 

educated persons within 
this institution, with the 
exclusive task of coordina-
ting Roma beneficiaries of 
social aids and the Centre 
for Social Work, as well as 
other institutions dealing 
with social issues.

A. M.

A PROGRAMME FOR ROMA STUDENTS

well as the support in buil-
ding an open and democra-
tic society which respects 
human rights and human 
dignity. Giving support to 
Roma people and developing 

C e n t r a l  E u r o p e a n 
University (CEU) is a model 
of international education, 
the centre for studying 
modern economic, social 
and political challenges, as 

a programme for Roma stu-
dents at the CEU University 
is the main mission of the 
university.

Preliminary programme 
for the Roma is an intensive 

Foto: www.marsh.rsFoto: www.marsh.rs
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challenges at the Master 
studies level. A big portion 
of students shall resume 
their studies after the 
Preliminary programme on 
Master and later PhD pro-
grammes with ensured scho-
larships, given in English on 
prestigious universities. 
They mostly find jobs in 
international organisations, 
research programmes but 
also in local non-governmen-
tal organisations. The pro-
gramme also provides finan-
cial aid to a certain number 
of students who after 
finishing the programme do 
the internship which gives 
them precious working 
experience.

Preliminary programme 
is funded by various founda-

programme lasting ten 
months. Students are given 
help in mastering English 
language, learning academic 
writing, developing critical 
thinking and the skill of 
learning suitable for inter-
national diplomatic studies 
in the fields of public poli-
tics, human rights, socio-
logy, history, gender studies, 
political sciences and eco-
nomics. Students are given 
academic lectures in a disci-
pline of their choice, they 
can attend the Master stu-
dies programme lectures at 
the university and an inten-
sive course in academic wri-
ting and speaking English.

Preliminary programme 
provides students with the 
skills required for facing the 

tions, corporations and indi-
vidual sponsors dedicated 
toward closing the educatio-
nal gap between the Roma 
and general population. 
Sponsors recognise the fact 
that when the exceptional 
students are given required 
resources and possibilities 
to satisfy their potentials in 
education and research, 
they become ready to make 
an impact in the society.

For all additional infor-
mation, please refer to the 
following websites: www.
ceu.edu or romanistudies@
ceu.edu, and for any additi-
onal inquiries you may write 
to these emails: student-
info@ceu.edu, rgpp@ceu.
edu

/romanistudies.cu.edu/

I have always been an 
excellent student and my 
family has been proud of my 
success. I like to read in my 
free time and I have been 
maintaining close connection 
with books ever since early 
childhood. After finishing high 
school, I enrolled in the 
Preschool Teacher Training 
College in Novi Sad and this 

way I realised my childhood 
dream, to become a teacher.

Beside you, who else can 
be thanked for your success?

Most deserving person for 
my success beside me was my 
mother who always stood by 
my side, supported me and 
worked hard while I was stu-

dying in order to preserve state 
bursary since otherwise, I wou-
ldn’t have had the money to 
pay for my scholarship. I had a 
REF bursary in my first year of 
studies so everything was 
easier. I owe gratitude to 
Aleksandar Jovanović from the 
REF who helped me with the 
purchase of textbooks and 
scripts when I had no more bur-

ANOTHER YOUNG AND SUCCESSFUL ROMA WOMAN

Interview: Milica Šajin, teacher
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sary aid.

Are you satisfied with 
studying at the Preschool 
Teacher Training College?

I am very pleased both 
with the lecturers and my 
colleagues who studied along 
my side. After finishing three 
years of studies, I enrolled in 
the specialisation programme 
for working in the nursery. Due 
to the lack of funds, I did not 
enroll in the Master studies 
although I am satisfied with my 
achievement by now. In case I 

am financially able in the 
future, I will continue with my 
further academic develop-
ment.

I worked in the Red Cross 
during my studies, on a project 
funded by Switzerland. We 
worked with children coming 
from socially endangered fami-
lies and helped them to enroll 
in the preparation group before 
starting school. Working with 
children makes me happy and I 
always enjoy spending time 
with them. Efforts invested in 
working with children always 
pay off many times over 

through their sincere smiles. 
We took the children to day 
trips every year along with 
their parents, brothers and sis-
ters. We went to Palić, then to 
Dino Park and also we visited 
the horse stables. 

We made various workshops 
with preschool children with 
the most interesting one being 
the Easter Workshop when the 
children made dough eggs and 
decorated them with paint. 
Children enjoyed and were 
free to imagine.

What are you plans for 
the future?

I plan to find a job with my 
qualifications and do what I 
love most and for what I am 
educated, although, if I am 
given the chance to obtain 
further academic qualificati-
ons, I will gladly take it. After 
finding a job, I plan to start my 
own family.
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Sinani and Jovanović stre-
ssed that joint activism of the 
Office and the REF is most 
important, so as to ensure 

easier employment of the 
Roma community members 
with their qualifications. The 
initiative shall be implemen-

ted as part of the project 
“Enhancing employability of 
Roma youth”. Their employa-
bility is enhanced this way, 

ENHANCING EMPLOYABILITY OF ROMA YOUTH

Another meeting between the Roma Inclusion Office director, Miloš Nikolić 
and representatives of the Roma Educational Fund (REF), Adi Sinani and 
Aleksandar Jovanović was held. As in the previous meetings, one of the topics 
was employability of Roma community members, as well as education of Roma 
pupils and students.

What is your opinion with respect to “Roma 
tradition”? Do young girls still leave school to 
marry?

I believe the situation is different now. Parents 
invest a lot in education of their children in my 
surroundings and wish for their children to live 
better than they did which makes me very plea-
sed. On the other hand, there are still girls who 
enter marriage at young age and personally, I think 
they should be given endorsement. Both they and 
their parents need to be explained the importance 
of education and that early marriages only bring 
damage to their girls in every sense.

What is your advice to your fellow Roma 
nationals?

I advise them to invest and believe in themsel-
ves. No matter how difficult it may seem, one 
should seek to realise personal dreams and goals. 
Nobody is better or smarter than you, we are all 
created equal. And education is the only way to a 
better life.

A. M.
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So far, 780 young men and 
women have been involved in 
the first stage of the pro-
gramme, of whom 186 were 
given the possibility to do 
their internship, which is sup-
posed to be their “path to 
employment”. 182 paid 

internships have been 
realised. The project 
will end in November 
2021. The project is 
realised by the Roma 
Education Fund repre-
sentatives, supported 
by the KFW, on behalf 
of the Republic of 
Germany – Ministry of 
Economic Cooperation 
and Development.

Director of the 
Roma Inclusion Office, 
Miloš NIkolić, expre-
ssed gratitude since 
the REF has recogni-
sed the importance of 
the Office over the 

and the project is funded by 
the German Government and 
includes 150 Roma young men 
and women from 76 local 
self-governments. They shall 
be able to do practice 
followed by education with 
the selection of 73 employers. 

course of the project imple-
mentation, and also in terms 
of conducting all remaining 
initiatives ensuring a better 
position of the Roma commu-
nity in Vojvodina, but also 
throughout Serbia. He also 
emphasised how pleased he 

was with the coopera-
t ion  the  Of f ice 
estab l i shed with 
international organi-
sations and instituti-
ons and that he 
expected other rele-
vant local, provincial 
and state institutions 
to join such endea-
vours, but also the 
civil society organisa-
tions, and that the 
Roma Inclusion Office 
shall provide all the 
required logistic and 
legal assistance in 
conducting the agreed 
activities.

A. N.
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